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Why have states throughout history regularly underestimated dangers to their survival? Why have some
states been able to mobilize their material resources effectively to balance against threats, while others have
not been able to do so? The phenomenon of "underbalancing" is a common but woefully underexamined
behavior in international politics. Underbalancing occurs when states fail to recognize dangerous threats,
choose not to react to them, or respond in paltry and imprudent ways. It is a response that directly contradicts
the core prediction of structural realism's balance-of-power theory--that states motivated to survive as
autonomous entities are coherent actors that, when confronted by dangerous threats, act to restore the
disrupted balance by creating alliances or increasing their military capabilities, or, in some cases, a
combination of both.

Consistent with the new wave of neoclassical realist research, Unanswered Threats offers a theory of
underbalancing based on four domestic-level variables--elite consensus, elite cohesion, social cohesion, and
regime/government vulnerability--that channel, mediate, and redirect policy responses to external pressures
and incentives. The theory yields five causal schemes for underbalancing behavior, which are tested against
the cases of interwar Britain and France, France from 1877 to 1913, and the War of the Triple Alliance
(1864-1870) that pitted tiny Paraguay against Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay.

Randall Schweller concludes that those most likely to underbalance are incoherent, fragmented states whose
elites are constrained by political considerations.
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From reader reviews:

Jackie Gonzalez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for
entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the
Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Henry Knight:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Unanswered Threats: Political
Constraints on the Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said
as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are able to
pick Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in International
History and Politics) become your current starter.

Janice Perry:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints
on the Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of
Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics).

Florence Taylor:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the
Balance of Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) was bright colored and of course
has pictures on there. As we know that book Unanswered Threats: Political Constraints on the Balance of
Power (Princeton Studies in International History and Politics) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on



there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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