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A million people tune in twice each week to hear John H. Lienhard's radio program "The Engines of Our
Ingenuity." Now Lienhard has gathered together his reflections on the nature of technology, culture, human
inventiveness, and the history of engineering in this fascinating new book.
The Engines of Our Ingenuity offers a series of intriguing glimpses into technology--as a mirror, as a danger,
as a product of heroic hubris. The book brims with insightful observations. Lienhard writes, for instance, that
the history of technology is a history of us--we are the machines we create. Indeed, our very first technology,
farming, which demanded year-long care, dramatically changed the rhythms of human life and the course of
our history. We also learn that war does not necessarily fuel invention (radar, jets, and the digital computer
all emerged before World War II began), and that the medieval Church was actually a driving force behind
the growth of Western technology (Cistercian monasteries were virtual factories, putting water wheels to
work in wood-cutting, forging, and olive crushing). Lienhard also illuminates the unpredictable nature of the
inventive mind, leading us through one fascinating example after another. Thomas Edison and Nikola Tesla,
for instance, were highly passionate, even combative figures, while the almost invisible Josiah Willard
Gibbs, living a quiet, outwardly uneventful life, was probably America's greatest scientist.
Lienhard ranges far and wide with stories of inventors, mathematicians, and engineers, telling the story of the
canoe, the DC-3, the Hoover Dam, the diode, and the sewing machine. The result is less history than
autobiography--for the autobiography of all of us is written in our machines.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Bartlett:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at
Technology and Culture. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important a book The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and
Culture. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Mary Richie:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Engines of Our
Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture book as starter and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Bernard Lewis:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a guide then become one form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An
Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture giving you one more experience more than blown away the mind
but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Sherrie Beardsley:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you learn a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.



The The Engines of Our Ingenuity: An Engineer Looks at Technology and Culture will give you a new
experience in examining a book.
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