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A young couple poses before a painted backdrop depicting a modern building set in a volcanic landscape; a
college student grabs his camera as he heads to a political demonstration; a man poses stiffly for his identity
photograph; amateur photographers look for picturesque images in a rural village; an old woman leafs
through a family album. In Refracted Visions, Karen Strassler argues that popular photographic practices
such as these have played a crucial role in the making of modern national subjects in postcolonial Java.
Contending that photographic genres cultivate distinctive ways of seeing and positioning oneself and others
within the affective, ideological, and temporal location of Indonesia, she examines genres ranging from state
identification photos to pictures documenting family rituals.
Oriented to projects of selfhood, memory, and social affiliation, popular photographs recast national
iconographies in an intimate register. They convey the longings of Indonesian national modernity: nostalgia
for rural idylls and “tradition,” desires for the trappings of modernity and affluence, dreams of historical
agency, and hopes for political authenticity. Yet photography also brings people into contact with ideas and
images that transcend and at times undermine a strictly national frame. Photography’s primary practitioners
in the postcolonial era have been Chinese Indonesians. Acting as cultural brokers who translate global and
colonial imageries into national idioms, these members of a transnational minority have helped shape the
visual contours of Indonesian belonging even as their own place within the nation remains tenuous.
Refracted Visions illuminates the ways that everyday photographic practices generate visual habits that in
turn give rise to political subjects and communities.
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Refracted Visions: Popular Photography and National Modernity in Java
(Objects/Histories) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that
want to deliver to you. The writer connected with Refracted Visions: Popular Photography and National
Modernity in Java (Objects/Histories) content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you continue
to thinking Refracted Visions: Popular Photography and National Modernity in Java (Objects/Histories) is
not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Latasha Hisle:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Refracted Visions: Popular Photography and National Modernity in Java (Objects/Histories) your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely
will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The Refracted Visions: Popular
Photography and National Modernity in Java (Objects/Histories) giving you an additional experience more
than blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us
explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Linda Amato:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more
time to be go through. Refracted Visions: Popular Photography and National Modernity in Java
(Objects/Histories) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Jason Cook:

You can find this Refracted Visions: Popular Photography and National Modernity in Java
(Objects/Histories) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
problem if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply
written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era like now,



you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal
ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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