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Whether as sublime landscape, malignant wilderness or site for environmental conflicts and eco-tourism,
tropical nature is to a great extent an American and European imaginative construct, conveyed in literature,
travel writing, drawings, paintings, photographs and diagrams. These images are central to Nancy Leys
Stepan's view that a critical examination of the ‘tropicalization of nature' can remedy some of the most
persistent misrepresentations of the tropics and its peoples.Picturing Tropical Nature reflects on the work of
several nineteenth- and twentieth-century scientists and artists, including Alexander von Humboldt, Alfred
Russel Wallace, Louis Agassiz, Sir Patrick Manson and Margaret Mee. Their careers illuminate several
aspects of tropicalization: science and art in the making of tropical pictures; the commercial and cultural
boom in things tropical in the modern period; photographic attempts to represent tropical hybrid races; anti-
tropicalism and its role in an emerging environmentalist sensibility; and visual depictions of disease in the
new tropical medicine. Essential to Stepan's analysis are the responses to European projections of artists,
scientists and intellectuals living in tropical regions. She examines the long-standing Brazilian fantasy of the
tropics as a racial democracy and offers an evaluation of the impact of tropical plants and European
conceptions of the jungle on the anti-mimetic, modernist aesthetics of the brilliant landscape designer
Roberto Burle Marx. Stepan's fascinating inquiry identifies the conflicts over meaning that have shaped the
emergence of the tropics, and in so doing questions the nature of representation itself.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Echols:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some
of you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Picturing Tropical
Nature (Picturing History) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Tom Scott:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) book is readable by
means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
connected with Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) content conveys thinking easily to understand
by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means
of it. So , do you still thinking Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Dorothy Walker:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing History) as the daily
resource information.

Albert Shepherd:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing
History) publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty Picturing Tropical Nature (Picturing
History) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break
don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.
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