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Nagasaki during the Tokugawa (1603–1868) was truly Japan's window on the world with its Chinese
residences and Deshima island, where Western foreigners, including representatives of the Dutch East India
Company, were confined. In 1785 ?tsuki Gentaku (1757–1827) journeyed from the capital to Nagasaki to
meet Dutch physicians and the Japanese who acted as their interpreters. Gentaku was himself a physician,
but he was also a Dutch studies (rangaku) scholar who passionately believed that European science and
medicine were critical to Japan's progress. Network of Knowledge examines the development of Dutch
studies during the crucial years 1770–1830 as Gentaku, with the help of likeminded colleagues, worked to
facilitate its growth, creating a school, participating in and hosting scholarly and social gatherings, and
circulating books. In time the modest, informal gatherings of Dutch studies devotees (rangakusha), mostly in
Edo and Nagasaki, would grow into a pan-national society.

Applying ideas from social network theory and Bourdieu's conceptions of habitus, field, and capital, this
volume shows how Dutch studies scholars used networks to grow their numbers and overcome government
indifference to create a dynamic community. The social significance of rangakusha, as much as the
knowledge they pursued in medicine, astronomy, cartography, and military science, was integral to the
creation of a Tokugawa information revolution—one that saw an increase in information gathering among all
classes and innovative methods for collecting and storing that information. Although their salons were not as
politically charged as those of their European counterparts, rangakusha were subversive in their decision to
include scholars from a wide range of socio-economic backgrounds. They created a cultural society of
civility and play in which members worked toward a common cultural goal. This insightful study reveals the
strength of the community's ties as it follows rangakusha into the Meiji era (1868–1912), when a new
generation championed values and ambitions similar to those of Gentaku and his peers.

Network of Knowledge offers a fresh look at the cultural and intellectual environment of the late Tokugawa
that will be welcomed by scholars and students of Japanese intellectual and social history.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Cox:

This Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution are generally
reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Network of
Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution can be one of many great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over
the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Network of Knowledge:
Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution forcing you to have an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Helen Williams:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Network of Knowledge:
Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all
you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Network of Knowledge: Western
Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution become your current starter.

Tracey Cook:

The book untitled Network of Knowledge: Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is
very simple to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice examine.

Jennifer Witherspoon:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Network of Knowledge:
Western Science and the Tokugawa Information Revolution can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?
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