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Decision days appear to outsiders as among the most dramatic events on the Supreme Court calendar. One
thinks, for instance, of Chief Justice Earl Warren, reading the unanimous opinion in Brown v. Board of
Education in a courtroom pervaded by tension. But the real drama of Brown and other Supreme Court cases
may well have been what went on behind the scenes. Rarely do the arguments of counsel--brilliant though
they may appear to the courtroom audience--dictate the decision in an important Supreme Court case. Rather,
the crucial argument in a case takes place privately among the Justices after the public hearing.
Decision provides a unique behind-the-scenes look at the Supreme Court and how its Justices decide cases.
Distinguished author Bernard Schwartz, described by The New York Times as "one of the nation's leading
legal scholars," uses confidential conference notes, draft opinions, memoranda, letters, and interviews to tell
what really goes on behind the red velour curtain. Cases and anecdotes, woven into deft discussions of the
Justices and how they function, provide unmatched insights into our high tribunal. We read of the
conferences where the Justices cast their votes, the decisions as to who will write opinions (one of the most
critical choices made by the Chief Justice), the often extensive give and take of the draft opinion, and the
intense lobbying between Justices that influences vote changes (it was Chief Justice Earl Warren's pressure
on Justice Reed in Brown that made the final vote unanimous).
Schwartz focuses on the Warren, Burger, and Rehnquist courts, providing not just vivid portraits of the Chief
Justices themselves, but also profiles of many Associate Justices in action--including Felix Frankfurter,
Byron R. White, Sandra Day O'Connor, William J. Brennan, Thurgood Marshall, and John Paul Stevens.
And Schwartz includes an eye-opening discussion of the expanding role of the Justices' clerks, revealing that
they are no longer merely a "staff of assistants." Instead, they have evolved into a sort of "Junior Supreme
Court," which performs a major part of the judicial role--including the writing of opinions--delegated by the
Constitution to the Justices themselves.
Decision gives readers a privileged look at countless cases throughout the Court's history, from the Dred
Scott decision to Miranda v. Arizona to the controversial decision in Roe v. Wade to United States v. Nixon
(the Watergate tapes case). Highly readable, yet written with impeccable scholarship, Decision shows the
Justices in action as never before. Everything you wanted to know about the Supreme Court and were afraid
to ask is here, in a revealing work on the institution that has had such an impact on our law and our life.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Hand:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases (Oxford Paperbacks)
book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.
The writer involving Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases (Oxford Paperbacks) content conveys
objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Decision: How the Supreme
Court Decides Cases (Oxford Paperbacks) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Nyla Gomez:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Decision: How the
Supreme Court Decides Cases (Oxford Paperbacks) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Decision: How the Supreme Court
Decides Cases (Oxford Paperbacks) become your own personal starter.

Vera Pinckney:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases (Oxford
Paperbacks). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Rick Beard:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Decision: How the Supreme Court Decides Cases (Oxford
Paperbacks) was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Decision: How the
Supreme Court Decides Cases (Oxford Paperbacks) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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