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Born to a wealthy family in West Africa around 1770, Omar Ibn Said was abducted and sold into slavery in
the United States, where he came to the attention of a prominent North Carolina family after filling “the
walls of his room with piteous petitions to be released, all written in the Arabic language,” as one local
newspaper reported. Ibn Said soon became a local celebrity, and in 1831 he was asked to write his life story,
producing the only known surviving American slave narrative written in Arabic.

    In A Muslim American Slave, scholar and translator Ala Alryyes offers both a definitive translation and an
authoritative edition of this singularly important work, lending new insights into the early history of Islam in
America and exploring the multiple, shifting interpretations of Ibn Said’s narrative by the nineteenth-century
missionaries, ethnographers, and intellectuals who championed it.

    This edition presents the English translation on pages facing facsimile pages of Ibn Said’s Arabic
narrative, augmented by Alryyes’s comprehensive introduction, contextual essays and historical commentary
by leading literary critics and scholars of Islam and the African diaspora, photographs, maps, and other
writings by Omar Ibn Said. The result is an invaluable addition to our understanding of writings by enslaved
Americans and a timely reminder that “Islam” and “America” are not mutually exclusive terms.

    This edition presents the English translation on pages facing facsimile pages of Ibn Said’s Arabic
narrative, augmented by Alryyes’s comprehensive introduction and by photographs, maps, and other writings
by Omar Ibn Said. The volume also includes contextual essays and historical commentary by literary critics
and scholars of Islam and the African diaspora: Michael A. Gomez, Allan D. Austin, Robert J. Allison,
Sylviane A. Diouf, Ghada Osman, and Camille F. Forbes.  The result is an invaluable addition to our
understanding of writings by enslaved Americans and a timely reminder that “Islam” and “America” are not
mutually exclusive terms.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Baker:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book entitled A
Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before. The A Muslim American Slave: The Life
of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) giving you an additional experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us
demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Claudine Currie:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list is actually A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said
(Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get
many advantages.

Robert Brown:

You may get this A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Yolanda Nitta:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn
Said (Wisconsin Studies in Autobiography) was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we
know that book A Muslim American Slave: The Life of Omar Ibn Said (Wisconsin Studies in
Autobiography) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually
make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself



and try to like reading which.
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