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I feel that I have been sleeping all my life and I have woken up and opened my eyes to the world. A beautiful
world! But impossible to live in.

These are the words of fifteen-year-old Hadiya, blogging from the city of Mosul, Iraq, to let the world know
what life is really like as the military occupation of her country unfolds. In many ways, her life is familiar.
She worries about exams and enjoys watching Friends during the rare hours that the electricity in her
neighborhood is running.

But the horrors of war surround her everywhere—weeklong curfews, relatives killed, and  friends whose
families are forced to flee their homes. With black humor and unflinching honesty, Hadiya shares the painful
stories of lives changed forever. “Let’s go back,” she writes, “to my un-normal life.”

With her intimate reflections on family, friendship, and community, IraqiGirl also allows us to witness the
determination of one girl not only to survive, but to create, amidst the  devastation of war, a future worth
living for.

"Hadiya's authentically teenage voice, emotional struggles and concerns make her story all the more
resonant." —Publishers Weekly

“Despite all the news coverage about the war in Iraq, very little is reported about how it affects the daily
lives of ordinary citizens. A highschooler in the city of Mosul fills in the gap with this compilation of her
blog posts about living under U.S. occupation. She writes in English because she wants to reach Americans,
and in stark specifics, she records the terrifying dangers of car bombs on her street and American warplanes
overhead, as well as her everyday struggles to concentrate on homework when there is no water and
electricity at home. Her tone is balanced: she does not hate Americans, and although she never supported
Saddam Hussein, she wonders why he was executed... Readers will appreciate the details about family,
friends, school, and reading Harry Potter, as well as the  ever-present big issues for which there are no simple
answers." —Hazel Rochman, Booklist

“IraqiGirl has poured reflections of her daily life into her blog, reaching all over the  cyber-world from her
home in northern Iraq. She writes about the universals of teen life—school, family, TV, food, Harry
Potter—but always against the background of sudden explosions, outbursts of gunfire, carbombs, death.…
[A]n important addition to multicultural literature.” —Elsa Marston, author of Santa Claus in Baghdad
and Other Stories About Teens in the Arab World

“A book as relevant to adults as teenagers and children. Hadiya’s clear, simple language conveys the feelings
of a teenager, offering a glimpse into the daily life of a professional middle-class Iraqi family in an ancient-
modern city subjected to a brutal occupation.”
—Haifa Zangana, author of City of Widows: An Iraqi Woman's Account of War and Resistance
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From reader reviews:

Aubrey Smith:

The book IraqiGirl: Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use
to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book IraqiGirl: Diary of a Teenage
Girl in Iraq to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a book IraqiGirl:
Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or
other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

James McFarland:

The publication with title IraqiGirl: Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq contains a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new information the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Cami Raley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book
that need more time to be examine. IraqiGirl: Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq can be your answer because it
can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Margo Soares:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this IraqiGirl: Diary of a Teenage Girl in Iraq can make you feel more interested to read.
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