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The first full-length biography of America’s youngest, and perhaps most underrated, First Lady.

When she married forty-nine-year-old President Grover Cleveland in a White House ceremony on June 2,
1886, Frances Folsom Cleveland was only twenty-one years old, making her the nation’s youngest First
Lady. Despite her age, however, Washington society marveled at how quickly the inexperienced Mrs.
Cleveland (known as “Frank” to her family and friends) established herself as a social leader and capable
spouse. Her popular Saturday receptions and glittering formal social events, combined with the warm and
winning personality she displayed during her first two years in the White House, made her one of America’s
most popular First Ladies.

Yet, as Annette Dunlap demonstrates in Frank, there was more to this charming and resolute woman than her
social and entertaining skills. Active in New York society during the four years between the two Cleveland
administrations, Frances built relationships with many of the nation’s elite that helped return her husband to
the White House for a second term. She played a pivotal role in keeping Cleveland’s operation for cancer a
secret, and as the country’s economic picture and Cleveland’s political popularity deteriorated, she coped
admirably with criticism of herself and her husband, as well as lies about her children’s health.

Even though she shared her husband’s opposition to women’s suffrage, favoring instead an exalted role for
women in the home, she struggled with Cleveland’s possessiveness. A strong and opinionated woman in her
own right, she developed her own network of associations that promoted kindergartens, mission work, and
charitable activities that alleviated conditions for the poor.

The first widowed former First Lady to remarry, Frances found new life as a political activist, taking a strong
stand for military preparedness and promoting the need for a just and lasting peace at the end of World War
I. She maintained leadership roles in several organizations well into her seventies, including the board of
trustees of her alma mater, Wells College. Her lasting contributions to both early and higher education, as
well as her work on behalf of the poor, may well make Frances Folsom Cleveland one of America’s most
underrated First Ladies.

“The book is short, but sweet, and provides a generous acquaintance with Mrs. Cleveland’s own voice,
mostly through her letters.” — CentralJersey.com

“…[Frank] meticulously details Cleveland’s childhood, the 28-year age difference and marriage to President
Grover Cleveland and her life after his death.” — The Courier-Tribune

“A lively and compelling portrait of a little-known figure in political history.” — Paul Grondahl, author of
Mayor Corning: Albany Icon, Albany Enigma

Annette Dunlap is an independent scholar and journalist. She lives in North Carolina.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Morrell:

This Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions)
usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this
Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) can be
one of many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed a person with information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior
Editions) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Betty Norsworthy:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Frank: The Story of
Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) suitable to you? The book
was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom
Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions)is the one of several books that everyone read
now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter
the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

John Collins:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
the knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Frank: The
Story of Frances Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions).

Lynn Gallagher:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the actual book Frank: The Story of Frances Folsom
Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) to make your own personal reading is
interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic



book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and looking at especially. It is to be 1st
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the book Frank: The Story of Frances
Folsom Cleveland, America's Youngest First Lady (Excelsior Editions) can to be a newly purchased friend
when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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