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How was Nike able to take a gamble on an unknown Michael Jordan and transform itself from a $900
million company to a $9.19 billion company in less than fifteen years? Why did the artist Jeff Koons's
Balloon Flower (Magenta) sell for a record $25.7 million in 2008? What does the high school football star
have in common with the Hollywood headliner? And why should an actor never, ever go to Las Vegas?

Celebrity—our collective fascination with particular people—is everywhere and takes many forms, from the
sports star, notorious Wall Street tycoon, or film icon, to the hometown quarterback, YouTube sensation, or
friend who compulsively documents his life on the Internet. We follow with rapt attention all the minute
details of stars' lives: their romances, their spending habits, even how they drink their coffee. For those
anointed, celebrity can translate into big business and top social status, but why do some attain stardom while
millions of others do not? Why are we simply more interested in certain people?

In Starstruck, Elizabeth Currid-Halkett presents the first rigorous exploration of celebrity, arguing that our
desire to "celebrate" some people and not others has profound implications, elevating social statuses, making
or breaking careers and companies, and generating astronomical dividends. Tracing the phenomenon from
the art world to tabletop gaming conventions to the film industry, Currid-Halkett looks at celebrity as an
expression of economics, geography (both real and virtual), and networking strategies.

Starstruck brings together extensive statistical research and analysis, along with interviews with top agents
and publicists, YouTube executives, major art dealers and gallery directors, Bollywood players, and sports
experts. Laying out the enormous impact of the celebrity industry and identifying the patterns by which
individuals become stars, Currid-Halkett successfully makes the argument that celebrity is an important
social phenomenon and a driving force in the worldwide economy.
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From reader reviews:

Stephen Vancleave:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important normally. The book Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity
ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The reserve Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity is not only giving you a lot
more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the book Starstruck: The Business of
Celebrity. You never feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Sandra Davis:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity, it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Tony Jacobson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this
Starstruck: The Business of Celebrity.

Arlene Miller:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures on
there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Starstruck:
The Business of Celebrity can make you experience more interested to read.
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