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Dante and the Blessed Virgin is distinguished philosopher Ralph Mclnerny's eloquent reading of one of
western literature's most famous works by a Catholic writer. The book provides Catholic readers new to
Dante's The Divine Comedy (or Commedia) with a concise companion volume. Mclnerny argues that the
Blessed Virgin Mary isthe key to Dante. She is behind the scenes at the very beginning of the Commedia,
and sheisfound at the end in the magnificent closing cantos of the Paradiso. Mclnerny also discusses
Dante's Vita Nuova, where Mary is present as the abject of the young Beatrice's devotion.

Mclnerny draws from a diverse group of writers throughout this book, including Plato, Aristotle, St. Bernard,
St. Bonaventure, St. Thomas Aquinas, and George Santayana, among others. It is St. Thomas, however, to
whom Mclnerny most often turns, and this book also provides an accessible introduction to Thomistic moral
philosophy focusing on the appetites, the ordering of goods, the distinction between the natural and the
supernatural orders, the classification of capital vices and virtues, and the nature of the theological virtues.
This engagingly written book will serve as a source of inspiration and devotion for anyone approaching
Dante's work for the first time as well as those who value the work of Ralph Mclnerny.

"Dante was aliterary genius with a profound understanding of St. Thomas Aquinas and the philosophia
perennis that structured and permeated the Divina Commedia. Who better to help us get beyond the
(brilliant) surface to the depths of Dante than the most literarily genial of Thomas' twentieth (and twenty-
first) century disciples, the indefatigable Ralph Mclnerny? Dante needed guides, from Vergil to Bestrice, to
reach the summit of Paradiso. Fortunately, we have Ralph Mclnerny to accompany us on the same journey."
--Fr. Joseph Fessio, S.J., Founder and Editor, Ignatius Press

"Weaving together poetry, philosophy and theology, Ralph Mclnerny shows that 'the Blessed Virgin Mary is
the key to Dante.' Starting with the Vita Nuova and the beginning of the Divine Comedy, this becomes ever
more explicit throughout the great poem, till the magnificent closing cantos of the Paradiso. The book is
beautifully written, making sense of every step, however complex at times, of the great journey to the gate of
heaven described by Dante in the Commedia, drawing on Scripture, on Aquinas, on philosophers like
Aristotle, on amedley of modern and contemporary writers, with immense learning, aways worn lightly and
made easily accessible. Dominant are themes that concern everyone, such as love or happiness, are treated
with freshness and clarity so the reader is made to feel he or sheis discovering them anew. Thetotal effect is
joy induced by the incredible wealth of content of this little book and by the light it sheds on so many vital
issues." --Thomas De Koninck, Laval University
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From reader reviews:
Gayle Skinner:

Baook iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. Asyou may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Dante and the Blessed Virgin will make
you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some
of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Arthur Pineda;

The book Dante and the Blessed Virgin can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Dante and the Blessed Virgin? Some of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for
each other; you can share al of these. Book Dante and the Blessed Virgin has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by wide open and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Debra Dur so:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Dante and the Blessed Virgin why because the great cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jonathan Carney:

Asascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. Aswe know that on this age, many waysto get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Dante and the Blessed Virgin can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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