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Thefirst slavesimported to America did not see themselves as "African” but rather as Temne, Igbo, or

Y oruban. In Becoming African in America, James Sidbury reveals how an African identity emerged in the
late eighteenth-century Atlantic world, tracing the development of "African” from a degrading term
connoting savage people to aword that was a source of pride and unity for the diverse victims of the Atlantic
davetrade.

In thiswide-ranging work, Sidbury first examines the work of black writers--such as Ignatius Sancho in
England and Phillis Wheatley in America--who created a narrative of African identity that took its meaning
from the diaspora, a narrative that began with endavement and the experience of the Middle Passage,
allowing people of various ethnic backgrounds to become "African" by virtue of sharing the oppression of
slavery. Helooks at political activists who worked within the emerging antislavery moment in England and
North Americain the 1780s and 1790s; he describes the rise of the African church movement in various
cities--most notably, the establishment of the African Methodist Episcopal Church as an independent
denomination--and the efforts of wealthy sea captain Paul Cuffe to initiate a black-controlled emigration
movement that would forge ties between Sierra Leone and blacks in North America; and he examinesin
detail the efforts of blacks to emigrate to Africa, founding Sierra Leone and Liberia

Elegantly written and astutely reasoned, Becoming African in America weaves together intellectual, social,
cultural, religious, and palitical threads into an important contribution to African American history, one that
fundamentally revises our picture of the rich and complicated roots of African nationalist thought in the U.S.
and the black Atlantic.
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From reader reviews:
Eric Ray:

This Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read alot of information you will get. This Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the
Early Black Atlantic without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't become worry Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black
Atlantic can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be full because you
can haveit in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in
the Early Black Atlantic having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Lila Dixon:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extratime or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is definitely Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic.

Evelyn Montgomery:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful picson there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Becoming African in America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic can
make you feel more interested to read.

Kenneth Rogers:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the
ideawhen they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Becoming Africanin
America: Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our
current skill of reading proficiency is devel oping when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to
make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and studying especidly. It isto beinitial



opinion for you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Becoming African in America:
Race and Nation in the Early Black Atlantic can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confusein
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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