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“I find it hard even now to get into focus all these horrors, my mind is really quite incapable of taking in
everything I saw because it was all so completely foreign to everything I had previously believed or thought
possible.” British Major Ben Barnett’s words echoed the sentiments shared by medical students, Allied
soldiers, members of the clergy, ambulance drivers, and relief workers who found themselves utterly
unprepared to comprehend, much less tend to, the indescribable trauma of those who survived at the Bergen-
Belsen concentration camp.

The liberation of Bergen-Belsen by the British in April 1945 was a defining point in history: the moment the
world finally became inescapably aware of the Holocaust. But what happened after Belsen was liberated is
still a matter of dispute. Was it an epic of medical heroism or the culmination of thirteen years of
indifference to the fate of Europe’s Jews? This startling investigation by acclaimed documentary filmmaker
and historian Ben Shephard draws on an extraordinary range of materials–contemporary diaries, military
documents, and survivors’ testimonies–to reconstruct six weeks at Belsen beginning on April 15, 1945, and
reveals what actually caused the post-liberation deaths of nearly 14,000 concentration camp inmates who
might otherwise have lived. Why did it take almost two weeks to organize a proper medical response? Why
were the medical teams sent to Belsen so poorly equipped? Why, when specialists did arrive, did they get so
much of the medicine plain wrong?

For the first time, Shephard explores the humanitarian and medical issues surrounding
the liberation of the camp and provides a detailed, illuminating account that is far more complex than had
been previously revealed. This gripping book confronts the terrifying aftermath of war with questions that
still haunt us today.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Stanford:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book titled After Daybreak: The
Liberation of Bergen-Belsen, 1945? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion
or you have additional opinion?

Hilda Dumas:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to
answer that question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular
After Daybreak: The Liberation of Bergen-Belsen, 1945 to read.

Michael Ramsey:

Often the book After Daybreak: The Liberation of Bergen-Belsen, 1945 will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book After Daybreak: The Liberation of Bergen-
Belsen, 1945 is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quicker to read the book.

Darlene Kidd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also
you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually After
Daybreak: The Liberation of Bergen-Belsen, 1945.
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