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The fascinating six-hundred-year history of one of the world's most coveted gems and the royal feuds,
intrigues, and betrayals it engendered

The Sancy Diamond first came to Europe from India in the fourteenth century, and until 1661 it was the
largest white diamond-and the most concentrated and secure form of wealth-in all of Christendom.
Alternately believed to impart invincibility to its wearer and to bring ruin to any who owned it, the Sancy
cast a seemingly mystical spell over everyone from the king of Portugal to Henry III of France to England's
Elizabeth I to Napoleon Bonaparte and Queen Maria Luisa of Spain.

The riveting account of one of the most hotly pursued gems in history, The Sancy Blood Diamond follows its
six-century journey from the diamond mines of Golconda to where it now modestly resides at the Louvre,
among the remnants of the French crown jewels. In a colorful, fast-paced narrative, historian Susan Ronald
describes the often violent passions the Sancy engendered among many of the giants of European history.
She also describes the pivotal roles it played on the chessboard of European geopolitics, and how it was used
to raise armies, settle national debts, and enhance its owners' power and prestige.

Working from primary sources, Ronald solves, once and for all, the mystery of the Sancy's disappearances in
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and she explores the legend of the Sancy curse, which arose after the
violent deaths of Burgundy's Charles the Bold, England's Charles I, France's Louis XVI, and other ill-fated
owners.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for people. The book The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power,
Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's Most Coveted Gems seemed to be making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The
publication The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's Most
Coveted Gems is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using
the book The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's Most
Coveted Gems. You never really feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Anthony Green:

This The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's Most Coveted
Gems are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason
why of this The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's Most
Coveted Gems can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in the e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One
of the World's Most Coveted Gems forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have
it and luxuriate in reading.

Hector Medlin:

This book untitled The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's
Most Coveted Gems to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book shop
or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this e-book from your list.

Tanya Wilson:

Typically the book The Sancy Blood Diamond: Power, Greed, and the Cursed History of One of the World's
Most Coveted Gems has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to
write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after perusing this book.
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