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For more than a hundred years, dissociative states, sometimes referred to as multiple personality disorder,
have fascinated the public as well as scientists. The precise nature of this disorder is a controversial one,
dividing clinicians, theorists, and researchers. Challenging the conventional wisdom on all sides, Robert
Rieber’s Bifurcation of the Self traces the clinical and social history of dissociation in a provocative
examination of this widely debated phenomenon. At the core of this history is a trio of related
evolutions—hypnosis, concepts of identity, and dissociation—beginning with nineteenth-century 'hysterics'
and culminating in the modern boom in Dissociative Identity Disorder (DID) diagnoses and the parallel rise
in childhood abuse/repressed memory cases. Rieber does not argue the non-existence of DID; rather he
asserts that it is a rare disorder exaggerated by dissociation advocates and exploited by the media. In doing
so, he takes on some of the most difficult questions in the field: - How crucial is memory to a person’s
identity? - Can two or more autonomous personalities actually exist in the same body? - If trauma causes
dissociation, why aren’t there more DID cases? - Why are DID cases prevalent in some eras but not in
others? - Does dissociative disorder belong in the DSM? The book is rigorously illustrated with two
centuries’ worth of famous cases including Christine Beauchamp, Ansel Bourne, Eve Black/Eve White, and
most notably the woman known as 'Sybil', whose story is covered in depth with newly revealed manuscripts.
And Rieber reviews the current state of DID-related controversy, from the professionals who feel that the
condition is underreported to those who consider it a form of malingering, so that readers may draw their
own conclusions.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Sigmund:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Bifurcation of the Self (Library of the
History of Psychological Theories) as your daily resource information.

Joanna Weekley:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal
with may doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be The Bifurcation of the Self (Library of the History of
Psychological Theories) why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly show you to pick up this book.

Carol Shull:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to
you is The Bifurcation of the Self (Library of the History of Psychological Theories) this book consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Elizabeth Sherer:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Bifurcation of the Self (Library of the
History of Psychological Theories) or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how
the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Bifurcation of the Self (Library of the History of Psychological



Theories) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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