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The latest edition of Rhetoric and Human Consciousness remains a well-researched, accessible examination
of rhetorical theory in Western civilization. Smith’s coverage of the major figures who advanced rhetoric is
strengthened by his keen analysis of developments in rhetorical theory that resulted from its interaction with
other disciplines and the cultures surrounding it. The dialectic between rhetoric and other disciplines (notably
philosophy and psychology) illuminate evolving definitions of rhetoric, from myth and display to persuasion
and symbolic inducement. Well-chosen, engaging examples demonstrate how rhetoric can find truths,
particularly at times when science and reason fail to solve important human crises. Paramount to this well-
wrought survey is Smith’s ability to show that rhetorical criticism illustrates, verifies, and refines rhetorical
theory. Thus, the synergistic relationship between theory and criticism in rhetoric is no different than in other
arts. Chief among the Fourth Edition’s enhancements are expanded discussions of the historical context for
the creation of rhetorical theory and its use in public address; additional coverage of Isocrates, Cicero,
Machiavelli, Kenneth Burke, and Michel Foucault; new material on the rhetoric of civil religion, ideological
criticism, constitutive discourse, and feminist rhetorical theory; and many fresh examples. Each chapter ends
with questions that sharpen readers’ retention of concepts and the ability to apply those to everyday life.
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From reader reviews:

Gertrude Call:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rhetoric and Human Consciousness: A
History as the daily resource information.

Jennifer Mitchell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Rhetoric and Human Consciousness: A History can be
very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ernesto Harrell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be learn. Rhetoric and Human Consciousness: A History can be your answer as it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.

Rene Hudson:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rhetoric and Human Consciousness:
A History can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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