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Winston Churchill described the opening campaign of World War I as 'a drama never surpassed'. The titanic
clash of Europe's armies in 1914 is one the great stories of 20th-century history, and one in which the British
Expeditionary Force (BEF) played a notable part. Previous assessments of the BEF have held to an
unshakeable belief in its exceptional performance during the battles of 1914. But closer examination of the
historical record reveals a force possessing some key strengths yet undermined by other, significant failings.
Within an authoritative and well-paced campaign narrative, Challenge of Battle re-evaluates the Army's
leadership, organization and tactics. It describes the problems faced by commanders, grappling with the
brutal realities of 20th-century warfare, and explains how the British infantry's famed marksmanship has to
be set against the inexperience and tactical shortcomings of the BEF as a whole. However, it also
demonstrates the progress made by the British during 1914, concluding with the successful defence of Ypres
against superior enemy forces. The author examines the fateful decisions made by senior officers and how
they affected the men under their command. Making full use of diaries, letters and other contemporary
accounts, he builds a compelling picture of what it was like to fight in the battles of Mons, Le Cateau, the
Aisne and Ypres. In this timely new book, Adrian Gilbert clears away the layers of sentiment that have
obscured a true historical understanding of the 1914 campaign to provide a full, unvarnished picture of the
BEF at war.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Haag:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are
reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Challenge of Battle: The Real Story of the British Army in 1914
(General Military).

Edward Gilbert:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
great deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
will be Challenge of Battle: The Real Story of the British Army in 1914 (General Military).

Deana Broom:

Beside this particular Challenge of Battle: The Real Story of the British Army in 1914 (General Military) in
your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Challenge of Battle: The Real Story of the
British Army in 1914 (General Military) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it from now!

Larry Boggs:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Challenge of Battle: The Real Story of the
British Army in 1914 (General Military) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Challenge of Battle: The Real Story of the British Army in 1914
(General Military) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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