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The Mexican War introduced vast new territories into the United States, among them California and the
present-day Southwest. When gold was discovered in California in the great Gold Rush of 1849, the
population swelled, and settlers petitioned for admission to the Union. But the U.S. Senate was precariously
balanced with fifteen free states and fifteen slave states. Up to then states had been admitted in pairs, one free
and one slave, to preserve that tenuous balance in the Senate. Would California be free or slave? So began a
paralyzing crisis in American government, and the longest debate in Senate history.

Fergus Bordewich tells the epic story of the Compromise of 1850 with skill and vigor, bringing to life two
generations of senators who dominated the great debate. Luminaries such as John Calhoun, Daniel Webster,
and Henry Clay—who tried unsuccessfully to cobble together a compromise that would allow for
California’s admission and simultaneously put an end to the nation’s agony over slavery—were nearing the
end of their long careers. Rising stars such as Jefferson Davis, William Seward, and Stephen Douglas—who
ultimately succeeded where Clay failed—would shape the country’s politics as slavery gradually fractured
the nation.

The Compromise saved the Union from collapse, but it did so at a great cost. The gulf between North and
South over slavery widened with the strengthened Fugitive Slave Law that was part of the complex
Compromise. In America’s Great Debate Fergus Bordewich takes us back to a time when compromise

was imperative, when men swayed one another in Congress with the power of their ideas and their rhetoric,
when partisans on each side reached across the aisle to preserve the Union from tragedy.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Richards:

The book America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved
the Union will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the
idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you just read, this book very suitable to you. The book
America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more
readily to read the book.

Jerry Day:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this America's Great Debate: Henry Clay,
Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union guide written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then
you still hesitation America's Great Debate: Henry Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That
Preserved the Union as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can
break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Kelsey Palermo:

You could spend your free time to read this book this book. This America's Great Debate: Henry Clay,
Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union is simple bringing you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you
can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Sandra Kelley:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some
books. Among the books in the top record in your reading list is usually America's Great Debate: Henry
Clay, Stephen A. Douglas, and the Compromise That Preserved the Union. This book and that is qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking upwards and
review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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