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Slaves to Fashion is a pioneering cultural history of the black dandy, from his emergence in Enlightenment
England to his contemporary incarnations in the cosmopolitan art worlds of London and New York. It is
populated by sartorial impresarios such as Julius Soubise, a freed slave who sometimes wore diamond-
buckled, red-heeled shoes as he circulated through the social scene of eighteenth-century London, and Yinka
Shonibare, a prominent Afro-British artist who not only styles himself as a fop but also creates ironic
commentaries on black dandyism in his work. Interpreting performances and representations of black
dandyism in particular cultural settings and literary and visual texts, Monica L. Miller emphasizes the
importance of sartorial style to black identity formation in the Atlantic diaspora.

Dandyism was initially imposed on black men in eighteenth-century England, as the Atlantic slave trade and
an emerging culture of conspicuous consumption generated a vogue in dandified black servants. “Luxury
slaves” tweaked and reworked their uniforms, and were soon known for their sartorial novelty and
sometimes flamboyant personalities. Tracing the history of the black dandy forward to contemporary
celebrity incarnations such as Andre 3000 and Sean Combs, Miller explains how black people became
arbiters of style and how they have historically used the dandy’s signature tools—clothing, gesture, and
wit—to break down limiting identity markers and propose new ways of fashioning political and social
possibility in the black Atlantic world. With an aplomb worthy of her iconographic subject, she considers the
black dandy in relation to nineteenth-century American literature and drama, W. E. B. Du Bois’s reflections
on black masculinity and cultural nationalism, the modernist aesthetics of the Harlem Renaissance, and
representations of black cosmopolitanism in contemporary visual art.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Bain:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black
Diasporic Identity book is readable by simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer of Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic
Identity content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Slaves to
Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Christopher Henricks:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling
of Black Diasporic Identity, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred
to as reading friends.

Donald Chen:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This e-book Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic
Identity was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point
of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Carl Harber:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or
real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know that
on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore , this Slaves to Fashion: Black Dandyism and the Styling of Black Diasporic Identity can
make you sense more interested to read.
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