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In February 1933, Adolf Hitler had only a tenuous grasp on power. Chancellor of Germany for merely four
weeks, he led a fragile coalition government. The Nazis had lost seats in the Reichstag in the recent election,
and claimed only three of thirteen cabinet posts. Then on February 27th, arson sent the Reichstag, the home
and symbol of German democracy, up in flames. Immediately blaming the Communists, Hitler's new
government approved a decree that tore the heart out of the democratic constitution of the Weimar Republic
and cancelled the rule of law. Five thousand people were immediately arrested. The Reichstag fire marked
the true beginning of the Third Reich, which ruled for 12 more years. The controversy surrounding the fire's
origins has endured for 80.

In Burning the Reichstag, Benjamin Hett offers a gripping account of Hitler's rise to dictatorship-one that
challenges orthodoxy and recovers the true significance of the part the fire played. At the scene the police
arrested 23-year-old Marinus van der Lubbe, a Dutch Communist stonemason. Though he was initially
dismissed abroad as a Nazi tool, post-war historians since the 1950s have largely judged him solely guilty-a
lone arsonist exploited by Hitler. Hett's book reopens the case, providing vivid portraits of key figures,
including Rudolf Diels, Hermann Goering, Joseph Goebbels, and the historian Fritz Tobias, whose account
of the fire has, until now, been the standard. Making use of a number of new sources and archives, Hett sets
the Reichstag fire in a wider context, revealing how and why it has remained one of the last mysteries of the
Nazi period, and one of the most controversial and contested events in the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Sisk:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for
a while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to
remain than other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you that Burning
the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Rodney Richardson:

Here thing why that Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery are
different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the
Third Reich's Enduring Mystery giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book
out there but there is no book that similar with Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third
Reich's Enduring Mystery. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing
the printed book maybe the form of Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring
Mystery in e-book can be your alternate.

Jeremy Bryant:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into
the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Burning the Reichstag: An
Investigation into the Third Reich's Enduring Mystery as good book not simply by the cover but also through
the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Benjamin Torres:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see



colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Burning the Reichstag: An Investigation into the Third Reich's
Enduring Mystery can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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