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The Christian religion is deeply imbued with the imagery of water, and water plays a central role in its
religious practices, not least in baptism. Yet the wider role of water in Christianity has been little explored. In
this pioneering book, Terje Oestigaard uses the dramatic changes that took place in perceptions of water
during the Reformation to reveal the importance that water played in structuring society and religion in the
post-Reformation period.

Prior to the Reformation, most common people believed misfortune and catastrophe were caused by the
devil, and sought protection in the use of holy water blessed by the local priest. Holy water and holy wells
gave laypeople a powerful weapon
which could be used to keep the devil away, cure illness and protect fields, property and family. But with the
Reformation, the nature of holy water was challenged and belief in the efficacy of holy water and holy wells
was attacked as Popish magic and superstition: the status of holy water became one of the main
battlegrounds between Protestants and Catholics. The author explores these conflicting views on the spiritual
qualities of water and their consequences for society at large. He traces the changing views of nature that
arose with Enlightenment developments in the scientific understanding
of water and the hydrological cycle, and shows how the emergence of a natural theology helped encourage a
belief in the Protestant work ethic whereby wealth and economic success equated with religious excellence.
The author concludes
by examining – and challenging – Weber’s claim that the protestant work ethic and capitalist spirit of
enterprise that was so important to the later success of the Industrial Revolution came about when magic and
superstition were eliminated from religion by the Reformation.

The result is a highly original work that provides one of the most detailed explorations of the importance of
the role of water in structuring society and religion in post-Reformation England. Offering fresh insights into
the development of society and religion, it will be welcomed by all those with an interest in water, religion,
sociology, and the Reformation period.
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From reader reviews:

John Pierre:

Often the book Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new
book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Sandra Mendoza:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Manuel Pina:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This publication Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism was filled concerning
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Ronald Sadowski:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and
soul or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your
case. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this Water, Christianity and the Rise of Capitalism can make you really feel
more interested to read.
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