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Literary Nonfiction. History. Memoir. Native American Studies. Captain Richards's journal is an account of
three survey seasons on Vancouver Island aboard two British Navy ships, the HMS Plumper and the HMS
Hecate. Between 1860 and 1862 Richards and his dedicated crew surveyed and charted the entire coastline of
Vancouver Island, creating baseline information for the nautical charts we use today. This monumental task,
faithfully and often humorously recorded, also includes a lively description of California on the eve of the
American Civil War as Richards sits in dry dock following the near wreck of the Hecate. Part of the private
collection of a direct descendant of Captain Richards, the journal is a little known and untapped resource.
Extensively annotated and supplemented with excerpts from the journals of Second Master John Gowlland,
the journal provides a unique and personal view of the aboriginal, colonial, nautical and natural history of
Vancouver Island. Richards is revealed as a man of immense energy and diplomacy; the descriptions of the
First Nations he encounters are remarkably unbiased for the time and his keen observations are a portal into
the social and political life of Vancouver Island during these formative years of the colony. The journal will
appeal to historians, anthropologists, sailors, meteorologists and the general reading public alike.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Loveless:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Private Journal
of Captain G.H. Richards: The Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862)? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Bettye Heinrich:

This book untitled The Private Journal of Captain G.H. Richards: The Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862)
to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you
can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail store or you can
order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this book
from your list.

Denita Lumley:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Private Journal of Captain G.H. Richards:
The Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these publications have than the others?

Tim Vazquez:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
idea when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Private Journal of
Captain G.H. Richards: The Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862) to make your reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to
like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication The Private Journal of Captain G.H. Richards:
The Vancouver Island Survey (1860-1862) can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of this time.
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