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As ancient literature and a cornerstone of the Christian faith, the New Testament has exerted a powerful
religious and cultural impact. But how much do we really know about its origins? Who were the people who
actually wrote the sacred texts that became part of the Christian Bible? The New Testament: A Very Short
Introduction authoritatively addresses these questions, offering a fresh perspective on the underpinnings of
this profoundly influential collection of writings.
In this concise, engaging book, noted New Testament scholar Luke Timothy Johnson takes readers on a
journey back to the time of the early Roman Empire, when the New Testament was written in ordinary Greek
(koine) by the first Christians. The author explains how the Gospels, Acts of the Apostles, and Revelation
evolved into the canon of sacred writings for the Christian religion, and how they reflect a reinterpretation of
the symbolic world and societal forces of first-century Greco-Roman and Jewish life. Equally important,
readers will find both a positive and critical reading of the New Testament--one that looks beyond its
theological orientation to reveal an often-surprising diversity of viewpoints. This one-of-a-kind introduction
engages four distinct dimensions of the earliest Christian writings--anthropological, historical, religious, and
literary--to provide readers with a broad conceptual and factual framework. In addition, the book takes an in-
depth look at compositions that have proven to be particularly relevant over the centuries, including Paul's
letters to the Corinthians and Romans and the Gospels of John, Mark, Matthew, and Luke.
Ideal for general readers and students alike, this fascinating resource characterizes the writing of the New
Testament not as an unknowable abstraction or the product of divine intervention, but as an act of human
creativity by people whose real experiences, convictions, and narratives shaped modern Christianity.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Katherine Khan:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important some sort of book The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Regina Schubert:

The guide with title The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) includes a
lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This particular
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Doris Cobb:

The New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The
New Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) yet doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information may drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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