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This book is both an analysis of the Bastille as cultural paradigm and a case study on the history of French
political culture. It examines in particular the storming and subsequent fall of the Bastille in Paris on July 14,
1789 and how it came to represent the cornerstone of the French Revolution, becoming a symbol of the
repression of the Old Regime. Lüsebrink and Reichardt use this semiotic reading of the Bastille to reveal
how historical symbols are generated; what these symbols’ functions are in the collective memory of
societies; and how they are used by social, political, and ideological groups.
To facilitate the symbolic nature of the investigation, this analysis of the evolving signification of the Bastille
moves from the French Revolution to the nineteenth century to contemporary history. The narrative also
shifts from France to other cultural arenas, like the modern European colonial sphere, where the overthrow
of the Bastille acquired radical new signification in the decolonization period of the 1940s and 1950s. The
Bastille demonstrates the potency of the interdisciplinary historical research that has characterized the end of
this century, combining quantitative and qualitative approaches, and taking its methodological tools from
history, sociology, linguistics, and cultural and literary studies.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Jackson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and
Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution).

Ann Mickey:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A publication The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of
Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution) will make you to be smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may be thought like that?
Have you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Elizabeth Easterling:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial
Reflections on the French Revolution) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of
Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution) content conveys thinking
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of
Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French Revolution) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Kyle Reese:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon.



The The Bastille: A History of a Symbol of Despotism and Freedom (Bicentennial Reflections on the French
Revolution) provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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