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Long recognized as more than the writings of a dozen or so philosophes, the Enlightenment created a new
secular culture populated by the literate and the affluent. Enamoured of British institutions, Continental
Europeans turned to the imported masonic lodges and found in them a new forum that was constitutionally
constructed and logically egalitarian. Originating in the Middle Ages, when stone-masons joined together to
preserve their professional secrets and to protect their wages, the English and Scottish lodges had by the
eighteenth century discarded their guild origins and become an international phenomenon that gave men and
eventually some women a place to vote, speak, discuss and debate. Margaret Jacob argues that the hundreds
of masonic lodges founded in eighteenth-century Europe were among the most important enclaves in which
modern civil society was formed. In France, the Netherlands, Belgium, and Britain men and women
freemasons sought to create a moral and social order based upon reason and virtue, and dedicated to the
principles of liberty and equality. A forum where philosophers met with men of commerce, government, and
the professions, the masonic lodge created new forms of self-government in microcosm, complete with
constitutions and laws, elections, and representatives. This is the first comprehensive history of
Enlightenment freemasonry, from the roots of the society's political philosophy and evolution in
seventeenth-century England and Scotland to the French Revolution. Based on never-before-used archival
sources, it will appeal to anyone interested in the birth of modernity in Europe or in the cultural milieu of the
European Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

The experience that you get from Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century
Europe (Society) will be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get
interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Living the Enlightenment:
Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We propose you for having this kind of Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-
Century Europe (Society) instantly.

John McKenzie:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Living the Enlightenment:
Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society), you may enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout
men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Reinaldo Downs:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Living the Enlightenment:
Freemasonry and Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society) is simple to bring you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save often the book in
your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Ruth Davis:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Living the Enlightenment: Freemasonry and
Politics in Eighteenth-Century Europe (Society).
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