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This book argues that many of the most prominent features of oral epic poetry in a number of traditions can
best be understood as adaptations or stylizations of conversational language use, and advances the claim that
if we can understand how conversation is structured, it will aid our understanding of oral traditions. In this
study that carefully compares the "special grammar" of oral traditions to the "grammar" of everyday
conversation as understood in the field of conversation analysis, Raymond Person demonstrates that
traditional phraseology, including formulaic language, is an adaptation of practices in turn construction in
conversation, such as sound-selection of words and prosody, and that thematic structures are adaptations of
sequence organization in talk-in-interaction. From this he concludes that the "special grammar" of oral
traditions can be understood as an example of institutional talk that exaggerates certain conversational
practices for aesthetic purposes and that draws from cognitive resources found in everyday conversation.
Person’s research will be of interest to conversation analysts as well as literary scholars, especially those
interested in ancient and medieval literature, the comparative study of oral traditions and folklore, and
linguistic approaches to literature. This volume lays the groundwork for further interdisciplinary work
bridging the fields of literature and linguistics.
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From reader reviews:

Jolie Browne:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest
Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics). Try to stumble through book
From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in
Rhetoric and Stylistics) as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book
makes you much more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Claudia Weidner:

This From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in
Rhetoric and Stylistics) is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you
who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having From Conversation to Oral
Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics) in your
hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that
offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

William Delacruz:

You can obtain this From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions
(Routledge Studies in Rhetoric and Stylistics) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Kathryn Granger:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news.
With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media



social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
From Conversation to Oral Tradition: A Simplest Systematics for Oral Traditions (Routledge Studies in
Rhetoric and Stylistics) when you essential it?
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