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Can the eclectic medieval history of the world's most conquered island be a lesson for our times?
Home to Normans, Byzantines, Arabs, Germans and Jews, 12th-century Sicily was a crossroads of cultures
and faiths, the epitome of diversity. Here Europe, Asia and Africa met, with magical results. Bilingualism
was the norm, women's rights were defended, and the environment was protected. Literacy among Sicilians
soared; it was higher during this ephemeral golden age than it was seven centuries later.
But this book is about more than Sicily. It is a singular, enduring lesson in the way multicultural diversity
can be encouraged, with the result being a prosperous society. While its focus is the civilizations that
flourished during the island's multicultural medieval period from 1060 to 1260, most of Sicily's complex
history to the end of the Middle Ages is outlined. Idrisi is mentioned, but so is Archimedes.
Introductory background chapters begin in the Neolithic, continuing to the history of the contested island
under Punics and Greeks. Every civilization that populated the island is covered, including Romans, Goths,
Vandals, Byzantines, Arabs, Normans, Germans, Angevins, Aragonese and Jews, with profiles of important
historical figures and sites. Religion, law, geography and cuisine are also considered.
The authors' narrative is interesting but never pedantic, intended for the general reader rather than the expert
in anthropology, theology, art or architecture. They are not obsessed with arcane terminology, and they don't
advocate a specific agenda or world view. Here two erudite scholars take their case to the people.
Yes, this book actually sets forth the entirety of ancient and medieval Sicilian history from the earliest times
until around 1500, and it presents a few nuggets of the authors' groundbreaking research in medieval
manuscripts. Unlike most authors who write in English about Sicily, perhaps visiting the island for brief
research trips, these two are actually based in Sicily, where their work appears on a popular website. Sicily
aficionados will be familiar with their writings, which have been read by some ten million during the last
five years, far eclipsing the readership of any other historians who write about Sicily. Alio and Mendola are
the undisputed, international "rock stars" of Sicilian historical writing, with their own devoted fan base.
Every minute of the day somebody is reading their online articles.
This is a great book for anybody who is meeting Sicily for the first time, the most significant 'general' history
of the island published in fifty years and certainly one of the most eloquent. It has a detailed chronology, a
useful reading list, and a brief guide suggesting places to visit. The book's structure facilitates its use as a
ready reference. It would have run to around 600 pages, instead of 368 (on archival-quality, acid-free paper),
were it not for the slightly smaller print of the appendices, where the chronology, the longest Sicilian
timeline ever published, is 20 pages long.
Unlike most histories of Sicily, the approach to this one is multifaceted and multidisciplinary. In what may
be a milestone in Sicilian historiography, a section dedicated to population genetics explains how Sicily's
historic diversity is reflected in its plethora of haplogroups.
Here medieval Sicily is viewed as an example of a tolerant, multicultural society and perhaps even a model.
It is an unusually inspiring message. One reader was moved to tears as she read the preface.
Can a book change our view of cultures and perhaps even the way we look at history? This one just might.
Meet the peoples!
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From reader reviews:

Roseann Flowers:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense happy read one along with
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Peoples of Sicily: A Multicultural Legacy
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Lisa Langlais:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Peoples of Sicily: A Multicultural Legacy your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging just about every
word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The The Peoples of Sicily: A Multicultural Legacy giving you a different experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Herbert Mikula:

The Peoples of Sicily: A Multicultural Legacy can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing The Peoples of Sicily: A
Multicultural Legacy however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial contemplating.

Eileen Schmitt:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by
book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
The Peoples of Sicily: A Multicultural Legacy.
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