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After the publication of The Origins of Totalitarianism in 1951, Hannah Arendt undertook an investigation
of Marxism, a subject that she had deliberately left out of her earlier work. Her inquiry into Marx’s
philosophy led her to a critical examination of the entire tradition of Western political thought, from its
origins in Plato and Aristotle to its culmination and conclusion in Marx. The Promise of Politics tells how
Arendt came to understand the failure of that tradition to account for human action.

From the time that Socrates was condemned to death by his fellow citizens, Arendt finds that philosophers
have followed Plato in constructing political theories at the expense of political experiences, including the
pre-philosophic Greek experience of beginning, the Roman experience of founding, and the Christian
experience of forgiving. It is a fascinating, subtle, and original story, which bridges Arendt’s work from The
Origins of Totalitarianism to The Human Condition, published in 1958. These writings, which deal with the
conflict between philosophy and politics, have never before been gathered and published.

The final and longer section of The Promise of Politics, titled “Introduction into Politics,” was written in
German and is published here for the first time in English. This remarkable meditation on the modern
prejudice against politics asks whether politics has any meaning at all anymore. Although written in the latter
half of the 1950s, what Arendt says about the relation of politics to human freedom could hardly have greater
relevance for our own time. When politics is considered as a means to an end that lies outside of itself, when
force is used to “create” freedom, political principles vanish from the face of the earth. For Arendt, politics
has no “end”; instead, it has at times been–and perhaps can be again–the never-ending endeavor of the great
plurality of human beings to live together and share the earth in mutually guaranteed freedom. That is the
promise of politics.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Montiel:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Promise of Politics. Try to make the book The
Promise of Politics as your buddy. It means that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and
beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book
makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience and knowledge with this book.

Valerie Orbison:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this The Promise of Politics.

Brandy Felts:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Promise of
Politics that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good
habit, you are able to pick The Promise of Politics become your own starter.

Kenneth Lambert:

This The Promise of Politics is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some
information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you
know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Promise of Politics can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of
anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition



to knowledge.
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