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One hesitates to lift the veil and throw the light upon a life so hidden and a personality so withdrawn as that
of Emma Lazarus; but while her memory is fresh, and the echo of her songs still lingers in these pages, we
feel it a duty to call up her presence once more, and to note the traits that made it remarkable and worthy to
shine out clearly before the world. Of dramatic episode or climax in her life there is none; outwardly all was
placid and serene, like an untroubled stream whose depths alone hold the strong, quick tide. The story of her
life is the story of a mind, of a spirit, ever seeking, ever striving, and pressing onward and upward to new
truth and light. Her works are the mirror of this progress. In reviewing them, the first point that strikes us is
the precocity, or rather the spontaneity, of her poetic gift. She was a born singer; poetry was her natural
language, and to write was less effort than to speak, for she was a shy, sensitive child, with strange reserves
and reticences, not easily putting herself "en rapport" with those around her. Books were her world from her
earliest years; in them she literally lost and found herself. She was eleven years old when the War of
Succession broke out, which inspired her first lyric outbursts. Her poems and translations written between
the ages of fourteen and seventeen were collected, and constituted her first published volume. Crude and
immature as these productions naturally were, and utterly condemned by the writer’s later judgment, they
are, nevertheless, highly interesting and characteristic, giving, as they do, the keynote of much that
afterwards unfolded itself in her life. One cannot fail to be rather painfully impressed by the profound
melancholy pervading the book. The opening poem is "In Memoriam,"—on the death of a school friend and
companion; and the two following poems also have death for theme. "On a Lock of my Mother’s Hair" gives
us reflections on growing old. These are the four poems written at the age of fourteen. There is not a wholly
glad and joyous strain in the volume, and we might smile at the recurrence of broken vows, broken hearts,
and broken lives in the experience of this maiden just entered upon her teens, were it not that the innocent
child herself is in such deadly earnest. The two long narrative poems, "Bertha" and "Elfrida," are tragic in the
extreme. Both are dashed off apparently at white heat: "Elfrida," over fifteen hundred lines of blank verse, in
two weeks; "Bertha," in three and a half. We have said that Emma Lazarus was a born singer, but she did not
sing, like a bird, for joy of being alive; and of being young, alas! there is no hint in these youthful effusions,
except inasmuch as this unrelieved gloom, this ignorance of "values," so to speak, is a sign of youth,
common especially among gifted persons of acute and premature sensibilities, whose imagination, not yet
focused by reality, overreached the mark. With Emma Lazarus, however, this sombre streak has a deeper
root; something of birth and temperament is in it—the stamp and heritage of a race born to suffer. But
dominant and fundamental though it was, Hebraism was only latent thus far. It was classic and romantic art
that first attracted and inspired her. She pictures Aphrodite the beautiful, arising from the waves, and the
beautiful Apollo and his loves,—Daphne, pursued by the god, changing into the laurel, and the enamored
Clytie into the faithful sunflower. Beauty, for its own sake, supreme and unconditional, charmed her
primarily and to the end.
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From reader reviews:

David Gaytan:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Poems of
Emma Lazarus: Jewish Poems, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Marvin Murphy:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Poems of Emma Lazarus: Jewish Poems, you could
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Keith Vanwagoner:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
listing in your reading list is usually The Poems of Emma Lazarus: Jewish Poems. This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.

Jeff Keenan:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year ended up
being exactly added. This e-book The Poems of Emma Lazarus: Jewish Poems was filled regarding science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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