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Samuel Clemens lived 75 years, 50 under the pseudonym Mark Twain. His youth could be characterized as
sometimes mischievous, his older years as generally eccentric and his writing as always provocative. Twain
left a literary canon of nearly 50 books, hundreds of short stories and essays, and a veritable treasury of
quotable epigrams. While his words and his works have stood up to the test of time, knowing the man behind
the persona, and understanding what inspired and influenced the writer, is crucial to fully appreciating the
contributions Twain made to American literature. By skillfully weaving together strands of history with his
personal story, this authoritative biography helps readers come to more fully understand the man and his
enduring legacy. Starting with a chapter on Clemens' boyhood, readers are treated to a very personal view of
Twain's early life. Twain's adult life is chronicled with five expertly developed chapters that explore his early
professional years from printer to pilot, his travels westward and abroad, his gilded years with his beloved
wife Livy, and his final years of widowhood and decline. This engaging biography also delves into the
enduring impact of Twain's creative voice and his unique blend of humor with social commentary that not
only entertained but also challenged thinking and changed the literary landscape forever.

This biography draws from the best of established Twain resources and scholarship, and adds fresh new
perspectives from personal letters, original manuscripts, and extended study visits to important places
including Twain's study and Quarry Farm. This work is written in a lively style that Twain himself would
appreciate and students will enjoy. Researchers hoping to dig deeper into the Twain legacy will benefit from
the expertly compiled information and documentation of resources offered here. A chronology, a
bibliography and five additional fact-filled appendices, including quotes from Twain, books by Twain, and a
rendering of his family tree will help readers get a solid handle on the details as well as the big picture of
Mark Twain's life and legacy.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies).

Anita Jones:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the ability about something
that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of
book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing
some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is this Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood
Biographies).

Robert Younger:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) giving you
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful data for your better life
with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased when you
are finished studying it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time
activity?

Josie Garcia:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has
reading's heart or real their interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,



ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Mark Twain: A Biography (Greenwood Biographies) can
make you really feel more interested to read.
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