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Suicide terrorism is rising around the world, but there is great confusion as to why. In this paradigm-shifting
analysis, University of Chicago political scientist Robert Pape has collected groundbreaking evidence to
explain the strategic, social, and individual factors responsible for this growing threat.

One of the world’s foremost authorities on the subject, Professor Pape has created the first comprehensive
database of every suicide terrorist attack in the world from 1980 until today. With striking clarity and
precision, Professor Pape uses this unprecedented research to debunk widely held misconceptions about the
nature of suicide terrorism and provide a new lens that makes sense of the threat we face.

FACT: Suicide terrorism is not primarily a product of Islamic fundamentalism.

FACT: The world’s leading practitioners of suicide terrorism are the Tamil Tigers in Sri Lanka–a secular,
Marxist-Leninist group drawn from Hindu families.

FACT: Ninety-five percent of suicide terrorist attacks occur as part of coherent campaigns organized by
large militant organizations with significant public support.

FACT: Every suicide terrorist campaign has had a clear goal that is secular and political: to compel a modern
democracy to withdraw military forces from the territory that the terrorists view as their homeland.

FACT: Al-Qaeda fits the above pattern. Although Saudi Arabia is not under American military occupation
per se, one major objective of al-Qaeda is the expulsion of U.S. troops from the Persian Gulf region, and as a
result there have been repeated attacks by terrorists loyal to Osama bin Laden against American troops in
Saudi Arabia and the region as a whole.

FACT: Despite their rhetoric, democracies–including the United States–have routinely made concessions to
suicide terrorists. Suicide terrorism is on the rise because terrorists have learned that it’s effective.

In this wide-ranging analysis, Professor Pape offers the essential tools to forecast when some groups are
likely to resort to suicide terrorism and when they are not. He also provides the first comprehensive
demographic profile of modern suicide terrorist attackers. With data from more than 460 such
attackers–including the names of 333–we now know that these individuals are not mainly poor, desperate
criminals or uneducated religious fanatics but are often well-educated, middle-class political activists.

More than simply advancing new theory and facts, these pages also answer key questions about the war on
terror:

• Are we safer now than we were before September 11?
• Was the invasion of Iraq a good counterterrorist move?
• Is al-Qaeda stronger now than it was before September 11?

Professor Pape answers these questions with analysis grounded in fact, not politics, and recommends
concrete ways for today’s states to fight and prevent terrorist attacks. Military options may disrupt terrorist



operations in the short term, but a lasting solution to suicide terrorism will require a comprehensive, long-
term approach–one that abandons visions of empire and relies on a combined strategy of vigorous homeland
security, nation building in troubled states, and greater energy independence.

For both policy makers and the general public, Dying to Win transcends speculation with systematic
scholarship, making it one of the most important political studies of recent time.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Margie Turner:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide
Terrorism.

Mary Wing:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of
Suicide Terrorism is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Martin Elkins:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
definitely Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism.

Eugene Hughes:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation this maybe
you never get just before. The Dying to Win: The Strategic Logic of Suicide Terrorism giving you yet
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with
this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished looking at it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?
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