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As the commercialization of American higher education accelerates, more and more students are coming to
college with the narrow aim of obtaining a preprofessional credential. The traditional four-year college
experience—an exploratory time for students to discover their passions and test ideas and values with the
help of teachers and peers—is in danger of becoming a thing of the past.

In College, prominent cultural critic Andrew Delbanco offers a trenchant defense of such an education, and
warns that it is becoming a privilege reserved for the relatively rich. In describing what a true college
education should be, he demonstrates why making it available to as many young people as possible remains
central to America’s democratic promise.

In a brisk and vivid historical narrative, Delbanco explains how the idea of college arose in the colonial
period from the Puritan idea of the gathered church, how it struggled to survive in the nineteenth century in
the shadow of the new research universities, and how, in the twentieth century, it slowly opened its doors to
women, minorities, and students from low-income families. He describes the unique strengths of America’s
colleges in our era of globalization and, while recognizing the growing centrality of science, technology, and
vocational subjects in the curriculum, he mounts a vigorous defense of a broadly humanistic education for
all. Acknowledging the serious financial, intellectual, and ethical challenges that all colleges face today,
Delbanco considers what is at stake in the urgent effort to protect these venerable institutions for future
generations.

In a new afterword, Delbanco responds to recent developments—both ominous and promising—in the
changing landscape of higher education.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Williams:

The book College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book College: What It
Was, Is, and Should Be? Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Stacee Stern:

The knowledge that you get from College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be is a more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We propose you for having this specific College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be instantly.

Chester Hassel:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline College: What It
Was, Is, and Should Be suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the
book untitled College: What It Was, Is, and Should Beis the main one of several books that everyone read
now. This book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
age that you ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Patrica Fussell:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring
and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your
needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this College: What It Was, Is, and Should Be can make you feel more
interested to read.
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