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Vast social change has occurred in the Middle East since the oil boom of the mid-1970s. As the first
anthropological study of an urban community in Saudi Arabia since that oil boom, Arabian Oasis City is also
the first to document those changes.

Based on extensive interviews and participant observation with both men and women, the authors record and
analyze the transformation that has occurred in this ancient oasis city throughout the twentieth century: the
creation of the present Saudi Arabian state and of a new national economy based on the export of oil and the
economic boom brought about by the dramatic increases in the price of oil following the October 1973 Arab-
Israeli War. In addition, the authors reveal the changes brought about by the fall in the price of oil beginning
in 1982 and analyze the problems confronting ‘Unayzah in its aftermath.

By demonstrating that the area was not exclusively dominated by tribalism and Bedouin nomads, this
empirical case study destroys stereotypical views about Saudi Arabia. Indeed, it proves the existence—prior
to the coming of the modern Saudi Arabian state— of surplus agricultural and craft production and the full
development of local, regional, and long-distance trade networks. It shows that women, although veiled,
played active roles in work outside the household. The social impact of change over the years is, however,
profound—especially the gradual replacement of the extended family by the nuclear family, changing
patterns of husband-wife relationships, the impact of self-earned income on the status of women, and the
emergence of a new middle class of employees and entrepreneurs. Because of the high degree of gender
segregation in this area of research, Altorki and Cole give us a fortunate collaboration between a Saudi
Arabian female scholar and an American male scholar experienced in research in the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

The experience that you get from Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Arabian Oasis City:
The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this book is well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having this particular Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern
Middle East (Paperback)) instantly.

Harry Duffey:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) this publication consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal
all of you.

Julie Slocum:

You may get this Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East (Paperback))
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Brenda Anderson:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is identified as of book
Arabian Oasis City: The Transformation of 'Unayzah (Modern Middle East (Paperback)). You'll be able to
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an



individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
spot to other place.
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