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In December 1495 the Tiber River flooded the city of Rome causing extensive drowning and destruction.
When the water finally receded, a rumor began to circulate that a grotesque monstrosity had been discovered
in the muddy detritus the Roman monster. The creature itself is inherently fascinating, consisting of an
eclectic combination of human and animal body parts. The symbolism of these elements, the interpretations
that religious controversialists read into them, and the history of the image itself, help to document antipapal
polemics from fifteenth-century Rome to the Elizabethan religious settlement. This study examines the
iconography of the image of the Roman monster and offers ideological reasons for associating the image
with the pre-Reformation Waldensians and Bohemian Brethren. It accounts for the reproduction and survival
of the monster's image in fifteenth-century Bohemia and provides historical background on the topos of the
papal Antichrist, a concept that Philip Melanchthon associated with the monster. It contextualizes
Melanchthon's tract, 'The Pope-Ass Explained,' within the first five years of the Lutheran movement, and it
documents the popularity of the Roman monster within the polemical and apocalyptic writings of the
Reformation. This is a careful examination and interpretation of all relevant primary documents and
secondary historical literature in telling the story of the origins and impact of the most famous monstrous
portent of the Reformation era.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Haubrich:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Roman Monster: An Icon of the Papal Antichrist In
Reformation Polemics (Early Modern Studies, Vol. 13) (Early Modern Studies (Truman State Univ Pr)). You
can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the
book The Roman Monster: An Icon of the Papal Antichrist In Reformation Polemics (Early Modern Studies,
Vol. 13) (Early Modern Studies (Truman State Univ Pr)). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Allan Nguyen:

This book untitled The Roman Monster: An Icon of the Papal Antichrist In Reformation Polemics (Early
Modern Studies, Vol. 13) (Early Modern Studies (Truman State Univ Pr)) to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit upon
it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Claude Gonzalez:

The actual book The Roman Monster: An Icon of the Papal Antichrist In Reformation Polemics (Early
Modern Studies, Vol. 13) (Early Modern Studies (Truman State Univ Pr)) has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Pilar Porter:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book The Roman Monster: An Icon of the Papal Antichrist In Reformation Polemics (Early Modern Studies,
Vol. 13) (Early Modern Studies (Truman State Univ Pr)). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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