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In June of 1964, three young, white blues fans set out from New York City in a Volkswagen, heading for the
Mississippi Delta in search of a musical legend. So begins Preachin' the Blues, the biography of American
blues signer and guitarist Eddie James "Son" House, Jr. (1902 - 1988). House pioneered an innovative style,
incorporating strong repetitive rhythms with elements of southern gospel and spiritual vocals. A seminal
figure in the history of the Delta blues, he was an important, direct influence on such figures as Muddy
Waters and Robert Johnson.
The landscape of Son House's life and the vicissitudes he endured make for an absorbing narrative, threaded
through with a tension between House's religious beliefs and his spells of commitment to a lifestyle that
implicitly rejected it. Drinking, womanizing, and singing the blues caused this tension that is palpable in his
music, and becomes explicit in one of his finest performances, "Preachin' the Blues." Large parts of House's
life are obscure, not least because his own accounts of them were inconsistent. Author Daniel Beaumont
offers a chronology/topography of House's youth, taking into account evidence that conflicts sharply with the
well-worn fable, and he illuminates the obscurity of House's two decades in Rochester, NY between his
departure from Mississippi in the 1940s and his "rediscovery" by members of the Folk Revival Movement in
1964. Beaumont gives a detailed and perceptive account of House's primary musical legacy: his recordings
for Paramount in 1930 and for the Library of Congress in 1941-42. In the course of his research Beaumont
has unearthed not only connections among the many scattered facts and fictions but new information about a
rumoured murder in Mississippi, and a charge of manslaughter on Long Island - incidents which bring tragic
light upon House's lifelong struggles and self-imposed disappearance, and give trenchant meaning to the
moving music of this early blues legend.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Toups:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Preachin' the Blues: The Life and Times of Son House will give you a new experience in reading a book.

Joshua Mendez:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Preachin' the Blues: The Life and
Times of Son House is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition to
soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Teresa Sullivan:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This book Preachin' the Blues: The Life and Times of Son House was filled about science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a
reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Josefina Roundtree:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate
you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is
Preachin' the Blues: The Life and Times of Son House.
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