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We have come to admire Buddhism for being profound but accessible, as much a lifestyle as a religion. The
credit for creating Buddhism goes to the Buddha, a figure widely respected across the Western world for his
philosophical insight, his teachings of nonviolence, and his practice of meditation. But who was this Buddha,
and how did he become the Buddha we know and love today?

 

Leading historian of Buddhism Donald S. Lopez Jr. tells the story of how various idols carved in
stone—variously named Beddou, Codam, Xaca, and Fo—became the man of flesh and blood that we know
simply as the Buddha. He reveals that the positive view of the Buddha in Europe and America is rather
recent, originating a little more than a hundred and fifty years ago. For centuries, the Buddha was
condemned by Western writers as the most dangerous idol of the Orient. He was a demon, the murderer of
his mother, a purveyor of idolatry.

 

Lopez provides an engaging history of depictions of the Buddha from classical accounts and medieval stories
to the testimonies of European travelers, diplomats, soldiers, and missionaries. He shows that centuries of
hostility toward the Buddha changed dramatically in the nineteenth century, when the teachings of the
Buddha, having disappeared from India by the fourteenth century, were read by European scholars newly
proficient in Asian languages. At the same time, the traditional view of the Buddha persisted in Asia, where
he was revered as much for his supernatural powers as for his philosophical insights. From Stone to Flesh
follows the twists and turns of these Eastern and Western notions of the Buddha, leading finally to his
triumph as the founder of a world religion.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Caves:

Here thing why this kind of From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity)
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of
the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the
Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your current eyes
about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the
Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) in e-book can be your alternate.

William Wright:

The actual book From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
published by the very famous author. Tom makes some research just before write this book. That book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Avis Marguez:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is usually From Stone to Flesh: A Short History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity).

Timothy Pace:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This From Stone to Flesh: A Short
History of the Buddha (Buddhism and Modernity) is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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