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Mexico's churches and conventos display a unique blend of European and native styles. Missionary
Mendicant friars arrived in New Spain shortly after Cortes's conquest of the Aztec empire in 1521 and
immediately related their own European architectural and visual arts styles to the tastes and expectations of
native Indians. Right from the beginning the friars conceived of conventos as a special architectural theater
in which to carry out their proselytizing. Over four hundred conventos were established in Mexico between
1526 and 1600, and more still in New Mexico in the century following, all built and decorated by native
Indian artisans who became masters of European techniques and styles even as they added their own
influence. The author argues that these magnificent sixteenth and seventeenth-century structures are as much
part of the artistic patrimony of American Indians as their pre-Conquest temples, pyramids, and kivas.
Mexican Indians, in fact, adapted European motifs to their own pictorial traditions and thus made a unique
contribution to the worldwide spread of the Italian Renaissance.

The author brings a wealth of knowledge of medieval and Renaissance European history, philosophy,
theology, art, and architecture to bear on colonial Mexico at the same time as he focuses on indigenous
contributions to the colonial enterprise. This ground-breaking study enriches our understanding of the
colonial process and the reciprocal relationship between European friars and native artisans.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Hughes:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Theaters of
Conversion: Religious Architecture and Indian Artisans in Colonial Mexico suitable to you? Often the book
was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Theaters of Conversion: Religious
Architecture and Indian Artisans in Colonial Mexicois a single of several books this everyone read now. This
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that
you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In
order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Russell Wade:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The Theaters
of Conversion: Religious Architecture and Indian Artisans in Colonial Mexico offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Judith Judd:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This e-book Theaters of Conversion: Religious Architecture and Indian
Artisans in Colonial Mexico was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your
science competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit
of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.

Mark Authement:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
also you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update about something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Theaters
of Conversion: Religious Architecture and Indian Artisans in Colonial Mexico.
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