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The classical age of economics was marked by an intense interest in scientific
methodology. It was, moreover, an age when science and philosophy were not yet distinct disciplines,
and the educated were polymaths. The classical economists were acutely aware that suitable methods
had to be developed before a body of knowledge could be deemed philosophical or scientific. They did
not formulate their methodological views in a vacuum, but drew on a rich collection of philosophical
ideas. Consequently, issues of methodology were at the heart of political economys rise as a
science. The classical era of economics opened under Adam Smith with political economy understood as
an integral part of a broader system of social philosophy; by the end, it had emerged via J. S. Mill
as a "separate science", albeit one still inextricably tied to the other social sciences and to
ethics.The Rise of Political Economy as a Science opens with a review of the epistemological ideas
that inspired the classical economists: the methodological principles of Bacon, Descartes, Hobbes,
Newton, Locke, Hume, Stewart, Herschel, and Whewell. These principles were influential not just in
the development of political economy, but in the rise of social science in general. The author then
examines science in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Britain, with a particular emphasis on the
all-important concept of induction. Having laid the necessary groundwork, she proceeds to a history
and analysis of the methodologies of four economist-philosophers--Adam Smith, Robert Malthus, David
Ricardo, and J. S. Mill--selected for their historical importance as founders of economics and for
their common Scottish intellectual lineage. Concluding remarks put classical methodology into a
broader historical perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Eliza Gold:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Rise
of Political Economy as a Science: Methodology and the Classical Economists book as beginner and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Elizabeth Maez:

The Rise of Political Economy as a Science: Methodology and the Classical Economists can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Rise of Political Economy as a Science: Methodology and the Classical
Economists but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of
crucial thinking.

Margaret Watt:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Rise of Political
Economy as a Science: Methodology and the Classical Economists which is obtaining the e-book version. So
, why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Anthony Wilson:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Rise of Political Economy as a Science:
Methodology and the Classical Economists can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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