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"Photos capturing the raw magnetism of performers like Charlie Danbury of Trenchmouth and H.R. of Bad
Brains signal the power of the music. Perkins is also fascinated with the audience at these events, showcasing
dingy stairwells and sweat-glazed faces. In telling shots, performers and audience blur into a frenzied mass.
Musician MacKaye, of the Untouchables, gives a firsthand account of being a 14-year-old at these shows,
crossing dangerous parts of D.C. in order to stand with strangers in derelict buildings and hear live music.
Musician Rollins’s brief essay on one of the bands, the Teen Idles, speaks to the intensity and commitment
of those involved."
--Publishers Weekly

"What do punk rock, a Washington Post reporter and books have in common?...For the most part, nothing--
except for books by Washington Post reporters about punk rock."
--Huffington Post

"Many punk fans will purchase Hard Art for the novelty of seeing H.R. as he was before Bad Brains moved
to New York and became legends, or Ian MacKaye as he was before he shaved his head, and formed
Dischord Records, Minor Threat, and Fugazi. The book deserves a wider readership than that. Perkins’s skill
as a portraitist is such that you can see the energy and potential in these young men’s faces even without the
context of their future roles as icons. Equally worthwhile are the portraits of those who did not become icons,
but participated in the shows."
--Philadelphia Review of Books

"A great document for the DC scene."
--TRUST Fanzine

In 1979, a soon-to-erupt punk scene took hold in Washington, DC, with bands like the Bad Brains,
Trenchmouth, Teen Idles, the Untouchables, and the Slickee Boys, among others, at the forefront. Lucian
Perkins, later a Pulitzer Prize-winning photojournalist for the Washington Post, was then an intern who
photographed several pivotal shows over a short period of time. His now iconic photos of these shows are
complemented by punk rock musician Alec MacKaye’s narrative that runs throughout the book and an essay
by Henry Rollins.

Hard Art, DC 1979 is both a book and a traveling exhibition of photographs by Lucian Perkins. The
exhibition is curated and edited by photographer and photo editor Lely Constantinople and Jayme McLellan,
director of Civilian Art Projects, Washington, DC, with photographs being shown as a group for the first
time.

In 1995, Lely Constantinople was hired by Perkins to manage his extensive photographic collection spanning
a twenty-five year career with the Post. While looking through negatives in his basement, she found the punk
images and recognized MacKaye, her then boyfriend (now husband). She asked to make contact sheets to
show him, thinking he might recognize himself and others, and was surprised by how excited MacKaye was
to see the images. "Those pictures were the holy grail! Not that many people brought cameras to shows then
so I always wondered who he was and what happened to the pictures he took. He was at some of the best



shows."

MacKaye's text offers an intimate exploration of the moment from two perspectives: that of a fourteen-year-
old experiencing music on his own terms for the first time, and a look again at a movement that fueled an
underground generation musically and philosophically. His examination is not a nostalgic review of glory
days gone, as much as a present conversation about the continuation of a way of thinking that still endures.
Hard Art, DC 1979 is an intimate snapshot of "the time before the time" that punk rock found firm footing in
the US. These images capture the cathartic, infectious energy present in any group of people who seek to
change their communities through music and art.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Welch:

The book Hard Art, DC 1979 make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Hard Art, DC 1979 to get your habit, you can
get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects.
You are able to know everything if you like available and read a publication Hard Art, DC 1979. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Kim Duncan:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Hard Art, DC 1979. All type of book
would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Deborah Mele:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that Hard Art, DC 1979 to
read.

Marian Buell:

This book untitled Hard Art, DC 1979 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the
book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.
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