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Nelly Roussel (1878–1922)—the first feminist spokeswoman for birth control in Europe—challenged both
the men of early twentieth-century France, who sought to preserve the status quo, and the women who aimed
to change it. She delivered her messages through public lectures, journalism, and theater, dazzling audiences
with her beauty, intelligence, and disarming wit. She did so within the context of a national depopulation
crisis caused by the confluence of low birth rates, the rise of international tensions, and the tragedy of the
First World War. While her support spread across social classes, strong political resistance to her message
revealed deeply conservative precepts about gender which were grounded in French identity itself.

In this thoughtful and provocative study, Elinor Accampo follows Roussel's life from her youth, marriage,
speaking career, motherhood, and political activism to her decline and death from tuberculosis in the years
following World War I. She tells the story of a woman whose life and work spanned a historical moment
when womanhood was being redefined by the acceptance of a woman's sexuality as distinct from her
biological, reproductive role—a development that is still causing controversy today.
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From reader reviews:

Herman Ovalle:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your
no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Blessed Motherhood, Bitter Fruit: Nelly
Roussel and the Politics of Female Pain in Third Republic France can be very good book to read. May be it
may be best activity to you.

Sheila Lefevre:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Blessed Motherhood, Bitter Fruit: Nelly
Roussel and the Politics of Female Pain in Third Republic France reserve written by well-known writer we
are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own
hunger then you still question Blessed Motherhood, Bitter Fruit: Nelly Roussel and the Politics of Female
Pain in Third Republic France as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Juana Houck:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Blessed Motherhood, Bitter Fruit:
Nelly Roussel and the Politics of Female Pain in Third Republic France is simple bringing you can read it in
the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular
book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kurt Bohnert:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Blessed Motherhood, Bitter Fruit: Nelly Roussel
and the Politics of Female Pain in Third Republic France to make your current reading is interesting. Your
current skill of reading talent is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make
you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you
to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the guide Blessed Motherhood, Bitter Fruit: Nelly Roussel and
the Politics of Female Pain in Third Republic France can to be your brand new friend when you're



experience alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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