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The Provincial letters are a series of eighteen letters written by French philosopher and theologian Blaise
Pascal. Written in the midst of the formulary controversy between the Jansenists and the Jesuits, they are a
defense of the Jansenist Antoine Arnauld from Port-Royal-des-Champs, a friend of Pascal who in 1656 was
condemned by the Faculté de Théologie at the Sorbonne in Paris for views that were claimed to be heretical.
The First letter is dated January 23, 1656 and the Eighteenth March 24, 1657. A fragmentary Nineteenth
letter is frequently included with the other eighteen. In these letters, Pascal humorously attacked casuistry, a
rhetorical method often used by Jesuit theologians, and accused Jesuits of moral laxity. Being quickly forced
underground while writing the Provincial Letters, Pascal pretended they were reports from a Parisian to a
friend in the provinces, on the moral and theological issues then exciting the intellectual and religious circles
in the capital. In the letters, Pascal's tone combines the fervor of a convert with the wit and polish of a man of
the world. Their style meant that, quite apart from their religious influence, the Provincial Letters were
popular as a literary work. Adding to that popularity was Pascal's use of humor, mockery, and satire in his
arguments. The letters also influenced the prose of later French writers like Voltaire and Jean-Jacques
Rousseau. Brilliantly written by Pascal, the Provincial Letters would not have been possible without the
work of theologians from Port-Royal; indeed, most of the arguments Pascal deployed were already to be
found in Arnauld's Théologie morale des Jésuites, something which led the Jesuit Nicolas Caussin to reply to
Pascal's perceived libel. Pascal's main source on Jesuit casuistry was Antonio Escobar's Summula casuum
conscientiae (1627), several propositions of which would be later condemned by Pope Innocent XI.
Paradoxically, the Provincial Letters were both a success and a defeat: a defeat, on the political and
theological level, and a success on the moral level. Thus, King Louis XIV ordered that the book be shredded
and burnt in 1660. The final letter from Pascal, in 1657, had defied the Pope himself, provoking Alexander
VII to condemn the letters. But that didn't stop most of educated France from reading them. Moreover, even
Pope Alexander, while publicly opposing them, nonetheless was persuaded by Pascal's arguments. Just a few
years later, Alexander condemned "laxity" in the church and ordered a revision of casuistical texts.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Harmon:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book can
help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Provincial Letters book because book
offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there
is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Tara Thornton:

Exactly why? Because this The Provincial Letters is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to
it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of positive aspects than
the other book get such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Sheila Nathan:

This The Provincial Letters is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Provincial Letters can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through
anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Veronica Shriner:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and The Provincial Letters or others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel desire to read
more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or students especially. Those guides are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The
Provincial Letters to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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