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In the spring of 1846 James K. Polk announced that the Mexican Army had invaded United States territory
and had “shed American blood upon the American soil.” This political rhetoric, as Glenn W. Price
establishes in Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue, is part of the myth of American
innocence. It represents the “internal contradiction between professed values and patterns of action,”
perpetuated by American historical writing that emphasizes national consequences of the acquisition of
foreign territory and minimizes both its international significance and the importance of the diplomatic and
military methods used.

A conflict with Mexico, leading to territorial expansion of the United States, was not unwanted. California
was Polk’s prime objective from the beginning of his administration, and this Mexican province was to be
acquired by conquest in a war initiated on the Texas-Mexican border. To this end Polk sent several agents to
Texas, but the man at the center of the war intrigue was Commodore Robert F. Stockton, independently
wealthy, prominent in politics, and the head of great business enterprises.

Sufficient evidence exists to substantiate in every important particular the steps in Polk’s path of intrigue: his
attempts to bribe Mexican officials; his efforts to encourage revolutionary forces in the Mexican provinces;
his use of the threat of force to frighten Mexico into selling California; his attempt to initiate a war by proxy
through the government of Texas and Anson Jones.

If Polk was unwilling to assume responsibility for aggressive war, Stockton was not; he arrived in Galveston
with a squadron of naval vessels in May of 1845, prepared to finance an army of three thousand men from
his personal funds to avoid the overt involvement of the government of the United States. But, says Price, for
all the internationally dangerous implications of such a maneuver, the two men who played the chief roles in
the war intrigue of 1845 are representative in their written and spoken expression of faith in American
righteousness of action and in the American tradition of the divine mission.

Based on extensive research into the written and spoken words of the people who were involved, directly and
indirectly, in the events, this analysis (which will be considered revisionist) of the origins of the War with
Mexico is the result of the kind of objective approach to national history for which the author makes a plea in
his preface and conclusion and in his interpretive comments throughout the work. The historian, Price
believes, “has the extraordinary advantage of being able to examine mankind from that distance and
elevation and detachment which so often reveals, as it is designed to reveal, the gulf between pretension and
performance.”
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Beasley:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-
Stockton Intrigue has been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-
Stockton Intrigue is not only giving you much more new information but also for being your friend when
you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all
the book Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Georgia Martinez:

The book untitled Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue contain a lot of information
on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with
order it. Have a nice examine.

William Fields:

Beside this specific Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Origins of the War with Mexico: The Polk-Stockton Intrigue because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

Teresa Hanson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And also you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about
something by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Origins of
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