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In 1968 James T. Gillam was a poorly focused college student at Ohio University who was dismissed and
then drafted into the Army. Unlike most African-Americans who entered the Army then, he became a
Sergeant and an instructor at the Fort McClellan Alabama School of Infantry. In September 1968 he joined
the First Battalion, 22nd Regiment of the 4th Infantry Division in Vietnam. Within a month he transformed
from an uncertain sergeant-who tried to avoid combat-to an aggressive soldier, killing his first enemy and
planning and executing successful ambushes in the jungle. Gillam was a regular point man and occasional
tunnel rat who fought below ground, an arena that few people knew about until after the war ended. By
January 1970 he had earned a Combat Infantry Badge and been promoted to Staff Sergeant.

Then Washington's politics and military strategy took his battalion to the border of Cambodia. Search-and-
destroy missions became longer and deadlier. From January to May his unit hunted and killed the enemy in a
series of intense firefights, some of them in close combat. In those months Gillam was shot twice and struck
by shrapnel twice. He became a savage, strangling a soldier in hand-to-hand combat inside a lightless tunnel.
As his mid-summer date to return home approached, Gillam became fiercely determined to come home alive.
The ultimate test of that determination came during the Cambodian invasion. On his last night in Cambodia,
the enemy got inside the wire of the firebase, and the killing became close range and brutal.

Gillam left the Army in June 1970, and within two weeks of his last encounter with death, he was once again
a college student and destined to become a university professor. The nightmares and guilt about killing are
gone, and so is the callous on his soul. Life and Death in the Central Highlands is a gripping, personal
account of one soldier's war in the Vietnam War.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mazzarella:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Life and Death in the Central Highlands:
An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir
Series) book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Carol Benally:

The e-book with title Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War,
1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) contains a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information
that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Gregory Eubanks:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
magazine, book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book.
Typically the book that recommended for you is Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American
Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) this e-book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Eric Valentine:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American
Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) or even
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel would like
to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any other book



likes Life and Death in the Central Highlands: An American Sergeant in the Vietnam War, 1968-1970 (North
Texas Military Biography and Memoir Series) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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