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In this classic, comprehensive study of Islamic sects in the contemporary Arab world, Khuri focuses on the
Sunni, Shi'a, Alawis, Druze, Ibadis, Zaidis, Yazidis and the Maronites (who, although Christian, are included
because they share certain distinguishing features). His placements of these groups on a single comparative
scale was unprecedented. Khuri argues that conflicts among Muslims arise from the struggle between two
opposing forces: religious, doctrinaire authorities (imams) and leaders who derive their authority from power
and coercion (emirs). He discusses the role of dogma but also, uniquely, the critical factors that differentiate
sects from religious communities and religions from sects. Following a thorough review of the structural
characteristics of individual sects, Khuri addresses issues of religious change, dealing with the interplay
between religions, states and nationalism. Here he explores the contradictions between modern state
structures and the Islamic umma, showing how some religious concepts had begun to take on nationalistic
meanings. 'Readers in a variety of fields will find this book a reliable source well researched, amply
documented and highly readable.' Middle East Journal 'An excellent book.' Middle East International 'The
relationship of authority and political culture among the Sunni and the Shi'a receives extensive treatment.
The author's direct interaction with various ulema and his exposition of their views is useful.' International
Journal of Middle East Studies
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reardon:

The book Imams and Emirs: State, Religion and Sects in Islam (Saqi Essentials) give you a sense of feeling
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a
book Imams and Emirs: State, Religion and Sects in Islam (Saqi Essentials) being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a publication Imams and Emirs: State,
Religion and Sects in Islam (Saqi Essentials). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

George Gomez:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Imams and Emirs: State, Religion and Sects in Islam
(Saqi Essentials) as the daily resource information.

Evelyn Spencer:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to read a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Imams and Emirs: State, Religion and Sects in Islam (Saqi Essentials) offer you a new experience
in studying a book.

Rochelle Barrick:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Imams and Emirs:
State, Religion and Sects in Islam (Saqi Essentials).
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