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Russia’s Great Reforms of 1861 were sweeping social and legal changes that aimed to modernize the
country. In the following decades, rapid industrialization and urbanization profoundly transformed Russia’s
social, economic, and cultural landscape. Barbara Alpern Engel explores the personal, cultural, and political
consequences of these dramatic changes, focusing on their impact on intimate life and expectations and the
resulting challenges to the traditional, patriarchal family order, the cornerstone of Russia’s authoritarian
political and religious regime. The widely perceived “marriage crisis” had far-reaching legal, institutional,
and political ramifications. In Breaking the Ties That Bound, Engel draws on exceptionally rich archival
documentation—in particular, on petitions for marital separation and the materials generated by the ensuing
investigations—to explore changing notions of marital relations, domesticity, childrearing, and intimate life
among ordinary men and women in imperial Russia. Engel illustrates with unparalleled vividness the human
consequences of the marriage crisis. Her research reveals in myriad ways that the new and more
individualistic values of the capitalist marketplace and commercial culture challenged traditional definitions
of gender roles and encouraged the self-creation of new social identities. Engel captures the intimate
experiences of women and men of the lower and middling classes in their own words, documenting instances
not only of physical, mental, and emotional abuse but also of resistance and independence. These changes
challenged Russia’s rigid political order, forcing a range of state agents, up to and including those who spoke
directly in the name of the tsar, to rethink traditional understandings of gender norms and family law. This
remarkable social history is thus also a contribution to our understanding of the deepening political crisis of
autocracy.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Davis:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called Breaking the Ties
That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Lester Magno:

The book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia gives you the
sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can
make examining a book Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia
to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like available and read a e-book Breaking the Ties
That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Charles Aranda:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Breaking the Ties That Bound:
The Politics of Marital Strife in Late Imperial Russia. All type of book would you see on many sources. You
can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

William Matthews:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended for your requirements is Breaking the Ties That Bound: The Politics of Marital Strife in Late
Imperial Russia this guide consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book
was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all
of you.
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