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This book examines recent attempts at reform within the United Nations in the wake of the institutional crisis
provoked by the invasion of Iraq. It contends that efforts at reform have foundered owing to fundamental and
bitter political disagreements between the nations of the global North and South.

Following profound discord in the Security Council in the lead up to the US-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, this
book considers the ambitious programme of reform instigated by then serving UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan. The author of this highly topical work, Spencer Zifcak, subjects six of Annan’s principal proposals
for reform to scrutiny: the reform of the Security Council, the General Assembly, and the Human Rights
Council, and suggested alterations to international law with respect to the use of force in international affairs,
the ‘responsibility to protect’, and UN strategies to counter global terrorism. On the basis of these detailed
case-studies, the book demonstrates why so few proposals for reform were eventually adopted. It argues that
the principal reason for this failure was that nations of the North and South could not agree as to the merits of
the reforms proposed, exposing the sharply differing visions held by member states for a future and
improved United Nations.

Founded upon extensive interviews with diplomats at the United Nations, the book provides a rare ‘insider’
account of UN politics and practice. It will be of vital interest to students, scholars and practitioners of
International Relations, International Law, and International Institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Tyrone Knudson:

The book United Nations Reform: Heading North or South? (Routledge Advances in International Relations
and Global Politics) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with
the subject. If you can make examining a book United Nations Reform: Heading North or South? (Routledge
Advances in International Relations and Global Politics) to become your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like start and read a book United Nations Reform: Heading North or South?
(Routledge Advances in International Relations and Global Politics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Isaiah Owen:

The feeling that you get from United Nations Reform: Heading North or South? (Routledge Advances in
International Relations and Global Politics) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand
but United Nations Reform: Heading North or South? (Routledge Advances in International Relations and
Global Politics) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This kind of book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having that
United Nations Reform: Heading North or South? (Routledge Advances in International Relations and
Global Politics) instantly.

Gale Velez:

Typically the book United Nations Reform: Heading North or South? (Routledge Advances in International
Relations and Global Politics) has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this
book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Wesley Baker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this United Nations Reform: Heading North or
South? (Routledge Advances in International Relations and Global Politics) book written by well-known
writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who all read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own hunger
then you still doubt United Nations Reform: Heading North or South? (Routledge Advances in International
Relations and Global Politics) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one



reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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