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Far from mere idle tales, rumors are a valuable window into our anxieties and fears. Rumors let us talk as a
community about some very inflammatory issues--issues that may be embarrassing or disturbing to discuss-
allowing us to act as if we are talking about real events, not personal beliefs. We can air our hidden fears and
desires without claiming these attitudes as our own.

In The Global Grapevine, two leading authorities on rumor, folklore, and urban legend--Gary Alan Fine and
Bill Ellis--shed light on what contemporary rumors can tell us about the fears and pressures of globalization.
In particular, they examine four major themes that emerge over and over again: rumors about terrorism,
about immigration, about international trade, and about tourism. The authors analyze how various rumors
underscore American reactions to perceived global threats, show how we interpret our changing world, and
highlight fears, fantasies, and cherished beliefs about our place in the world. Along the way the book
examines a wide variety of rumors-that the Israelis were behind 9-11, the President knew of the attack in
advance, tourists wake up in foreign countries with their kidneys stolen, foreign workers urinate in vats of
beer destined to be shipped to America. These rumors, the authors argue, reflect our anxieties and fears about
contact with foreign cultures-whether we believe foreign competition to be poisoning the domestic economy
or that foreign immigration to be eroding American values.

Rumors are the visible tip of a vast iceberg of hidden anxieties. Illuminating the most widely circulated
rumors in America in recent years, The Global Grapevine offers an invaluable portrait of what these tales
reveal about contemporary society.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Maltby:

The book The Global Grapevine: Why Rumors of Terrorism, Immigration, and Trade Matter give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
reading through a book The Global Grapevine: Why Rumors of Terrorism, Immigration, and Trade Matter to
get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a publication The Global
Grapevine: Why Rumors of Terrorism, Immigration, and Trade Matter. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kimberly Dyson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that
question simply because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this The Global Grapevine: Why
Rumors of Terrorism, Immigration, and Trade Matter to read.

Tracy Rojas:

Typically the book The Global Grapevine: Why Rumors of Terrorism, Immigration, and Trade Matter will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The
Global Grapevine: Why Rumors of Terrorism, Immigration, and Trade Matter is much recommended to you
you just read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Joseph Franson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book,
may be the publication untitled The Global Grapevine: Why Rumors of Terrorism, Immigration, and Trade
Matter can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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