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The Devil in History is a provocative analysis of the relationship between communism and fascism.
Reflecting the author’s personal experiences within communist totalitarianism, this is a book about political
passions, radicalism, utopian ideals, and their catastrophic consequences in the twentieth century’s
experiments in social engineering. Vladimir Tismaneanu brilliantly compares communism and fascism as
competing, sometimes overlapping, and occasionally strikingly similar systems of political totalitarianism.
He examines the inherent ideological appeal of these radical, revolutionary political movements, the visions
of salvation and revolution they pursued, the value and types of charisma of leaders within these political
movements, the place of violence within these systems, and their legacies in contemporary politics.

The author discusses thinkers who have shaped contemporary understanding of totalitarian
movements—people such as Hannah Arendt, Raymond Aron, Isaiah Berlin, Albert Camus, François Furet,
Tony Judt, Ian Kershaw, Leszek Kolakowski, Richard Pipes, and Robert C. Tucker. As much a theoretical
analysis of the practical philosophies of Marxism-Leninism and Fascism as it is a political biography of
particular figures, this book deals with the incarnation of diabolically nihilistic principles of human
subjugation and conditioning in the name of presumably pure and purifying goals. Ultimately, the author
claims that no ideological commitment, no matter how absorbing, should ever prevail over the sanctity of
human life. He comes to the conclusion that no party, movement, or leader holds the right to dictate to the
followers to renounce their critical faculties and to embrace a pseudo-miraculous, a mystically self-centered,
delusional vision of mandatory happiness.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Byrd:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the
Twentieth Century book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer connected with The Devil in History: Communism,
Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century content conveys thinking easily to understand by
many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you
continue to thinking The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth
Century is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Peter Pitts:

The book The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century has a lot
associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the
very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this book.

Robert Olsen:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
go through. The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century can be
your answer as it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

Stacy Abercrombie:

The book untitled The Devil in History: Communism, Fascism, and Some Lessons of the Twentieth Century
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous
author. The author provides you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
read.
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