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“I am learning the alchemy of grief—how it must be carefully measured and doled out, inflicted—but I have
not yet mastered this art,” writes Judith Ortiz Cofer in The Cruel Country. This richly textured, deeply
moving, lyrical memoir centers on Cofer’s return to her native Puerto Rico after her mother has been
diagnosed with late-stage lung cancer.

Cofer’s work has always drawn strength from her life’s contradictions and dualities, such as the necessities
and demands of both English and Spanish, her travels between and within various mainland and island
subcultures, and the challenges of being a Latina living in the U.S. South. Interlaced with these far-from-
common tensions are dualities we all share: our lives as both sacred and profane, our negotiation of both
child and adult roles, our desires to be the person who belongs and also the person who is different.

What we discover in The Cruel Country is how much Cofer has heretofore held back in her vivid and
compelling writing. This journey to her mother’s deathbed has released her to tell the truth within the truth.
She arrives at her mother’s bedside as a daughter overcome by grief, but she navigates this cruel country as a
writer—an acute observer of detail, a relentless and insistent questioner.
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From reader reviews:

Toby Lowry:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called The Cruel
Country? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Sherry Holsey:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this The Cruel Country book as basic and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Martha Royal:

The event that you get from The Cruel Country could be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise
but The Cruel Country giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in certain
way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this The Cruel Country instantly.

Annie Fowler:

The book untitled The Cruel Country contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the girl idea
with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new time of
literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.
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