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As bresthtaking today as the day it was completed, Hoover Dam not only shaped the American West but
helped launch the American century. In the depths of the Great Depression it became a symbol of American
resilience and ingenuity in the face of crisis, putting thousands of men to work in aremote desert canyon and
bringing unruly nature to hedl.

Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Michael Hiltzik uses the saga of the dam’s conception, design, and
construction to tell the broader story of America s efforts to come to grips with titanic social, economic, and
natural forces. For embodied in the dam’s striking machine-age form is the fundamental transformation the
Depression wrought in the nation’s very culture—the shift from the concept of rugged individualism rooted
in the frontier days of the nineteenth century to the principle of shared enterprise and communal support that
would build the Americawe know today. In the process, the unprecedented effort to corral the raging
Colorado River evolved from aregional construction project launched by a Republican president into the
New Ded’s outstanding—and enduring—symbol of national pride.

Y et the story of Hoover Dam has a darker side. Its construction was a gargantuan engineering feat achieved
at great human cost, its progress marred by the abuse of a desperate labor force. The water and power it
made available spurred the development of such great western metropolises as Los Angeles, Phoenix,
Denver, Las Vegas, Salt Lake City, and San Diego, but the vision of unlimited growth held dear by its
designers and buildersisfast turning into a mirage.

In Hiltzik’ s hands, the playersin this epic historical tale spring vividly to life: President Theodore Roosevelt,
who conceived the project; William Mulholland, Southern California’s great builder of water works, who
urged the dam upon areluctant Congress; Herbert Hoover, who gave the dam his name though heinitially
opposed its construction; Frank Crowe, the dam’s renowned master builder, who pushed his men mercilessy
to raise the beautiful concrete rampart in an inhospitable desert gorge. Finally there is Franklin Roosevelt,
who presided over the ultimate completion of the project and claimed the credit for it. Hiltzik combines
exhaustive research, trenchant observation, and unforgettable storytelling to shed new light on a major
turning point of twentieth-century history.
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From reader reviews:
Ruth Beadley:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for usto learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the American Century.

Daniel Buch:

The book Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the American Century make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to become your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
Colossus. Hoover Dam and the Making of the American Century being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Colossus. Hoover Dam and the Making of the
American Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others.
So, how do you think about this e-book?

Nancy Page:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for awhileisreading. Y eah, by
reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of
the American Century book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more
than just a book.

Joel Wall:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Colossus: Hoover Dam and
the Making of the American Century that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky particular person but for al of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick Colossus: Hoover Dam and the Making of the
American Century become your own personal starter.
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